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Resistance grows in Iraq 


BECHTEL IN 
LONDON TO 
CARVE UP 
IRAQ 


BECHTEL, THE biggest vulture 
to have got its claws into Iraq 
since the invasion, planned to be 
in London on Friday this week. 
It wanted to hand out a few 
scraps to British firms linked to 
government projects here. 

Bechtel is a byword for ruth- 
less privatisation. The US gov- 
ernment has given it the principal 
contract, worth $680 million, to 
“reconstruct” Iraq. 

The true cost of rebuilding, 
say experts, is likely to rise to 
$100 billion, paid for from Iraq’s 
oil, with the work and profit 
going to multinationals such as 
Bechtel. 

Bechtel is linked to Bush’s 
regime and top company figures 
lobbied for war on Iraq. 


Chunk 


George Schultz, a former Re- 
publican Secretary of State, sits 
on the board of a Bechtel sub- 
sidiary. He wrote last September, 
“A strong foundation exists for 
immediate military action against 
Saddam Hussein.” 

Twenty years ago Schultz sent 
Donald Rumsfeld to Baghdad to, 
among other things, lobby for 
Bechtel to build an oil pipeline to 
Jordan. 

The company, which is owned 
by the Bechtel family, was also re- 
sponsible for making water unaf- 
fordable in Bolivia under a 
privatisation scheme. It is now 
suing the Bolivian government for 
reversing the sell-off. 

In Britain, it has just got its 
hands on a chunk of the tube 
under New Labour’s PPP pri- 
vatisation scheme, and is up to its 
neck in PFI projects. 

Bechtel executives expected a 
warm welcome from government 
ministers this week. Protesters 
were planning a different wel- 
come outside Bechtel’s conference 
in Hammersmith, west London. 
For details go to www.stopwar. 
org.uk 
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Head teacher Carol Lyndon of Kings Rise Community Primary School, Birmingham, protested against SATs last week 


Lets tear up 
all the SATS 


Picture: News Team Intemational 
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The trade union 
leaders don't 
punch their weight 


“I AM going to 
completely boycott 
these tests. | am never 
doing the SATs in my 
school again.” 

That’s what Birmingham 
primary school head teacher 
Carol Lyndon told Socialist 
Worker on Monday after her 
frustration at the 
government’s compulsory 
tests for school children 
reached breaking point. 

The following day 
education secretary Charles 
Clarke wobbled under the 
pressure of the gathering 
campaign to scrap the tests. 

He announced test results 
for seven year olds will be 
considered along with teachers’ 
wider assessment. SATs for 
seven year olds have already 
been scrapped in Wales. 

But tests will remain and 
results will still be part of 
drawing up divisive league 
tables. 

“We should take Clarke’s 
announcement as an 
encouragement to push ahead 
with the campaign to boycott 
SATs and scrap them at all 
stages—seven, 11 and 14,” 
says Jon Berry from the 
Hertfordshire association of 
the NUT, which is 
campaigning for a boycott. 

Carol Lyndon says, “The 
problem is with the SATs 
themselves. I decided to take 
a stand against the damage 
these tests do to children. 

“The straw that broke the 
camel’s back was the cock- 
ups over the tests last week.” 

She and her staff 
discovered the centre pages, 
listing seven questions, were 
missing from four of the maths 
papers sat by children in their 
last year at Kings Rise 
Primary. 

Private schools are exempt 
from the tests. Carol Lyndon 
says, “The quicker all these 
tests are abolished in the state 
sector and we can assess 
children properly, the sooner 
we can get back to teaching.” 
Conference against SATs 
for parents, governors and 
teachers, Saturday 28 June, 
11.30am-3.30pm, South 
Camden School, Charrington 
Street, London. E-mail 
nutjon@aol.com for details. 
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IN BRIEF 


Fury over fire deal 


BULLYING JOHN Prescott finally 
got leaders of the Fire Brigades 
Union (FBU) to accept an appalling 
deal for their 52,000 members on 
Tuesday. 

FBU general secretary Andy 
Gilchrist accepts it will mean job 
losses, but is recommending it is 
accepted at a special union 
conference. 

Pay rises come tied to cuts and 
attacks on conditions. Rank and 
file activists were organising to 
reject the deal and government 
pressure as Socialist Worker went 
to press (see page 15). 


Nurseries walk out 


NURSERY NURSES across 
Scotland struck on Tuesday ina 
fight for decent pay. Workers in 
nurseries in 13 local councils struck 
on Tuesday, and the action was set 
to spread across the whole of 
Scotland on Wednesday to involve 
some 5,000 nursery workers. 

The workers’ Unison union is 
demanding a £4,000 a year pay rise 
to reflect the extra duties staff are 
increasingly expected to undertake. 

The nursery nurses start on just 
£10,000 a year after qualifying and 
that rises to just £13,800 a year 
after eight years in the job. 


The Sunlies again 


A BREEZE block room, measuring 
8 foot by 12 foot, with two beds. 

Sounds like luxury living 
accommodation? That’s what the 
Suntried to claim last week because 
itis aroom ina hostel for refugees. 

Sunreporter Oliver Harvey posed 
as a refugee claiming asylum in 
Britain. The paper described how he 
was “handed free housing, food and 
travel expenses”. 

Would a Sun hack or the 
newspaper’s well-heeled editor 
Rebekah Wade call a breeze block 
room “home”? 

Is a bowl of cornflakes, a glass 
of juice, toast and coffee what 
lures someone from Iraq, 
Zimbabwe or Somalia, the top 
three countries refugees come 
from, to Britain? 

The “travel expenses” was a 
bus ticket from the refugee hostel 
in Clapham to the Home Office 
screening unit in Croydon. 


Cop's outburst 


A STATEMENT by Britain’s most 
senior police officer last week will 
have given a boost to racists and 
the Nazis. Chris Fox is president of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO). 

He claimed, “Mass migration 
has brought with it a whole new 
range and type of crime from the 
Nigerian fraudster, to the Eastern 
European who deals in drugs and 
prostitution to the Jamaican 
concentration on drug dealing.” 

He added, “Looking at the north, 
Bradford simmers, Blackburn 
simmers. It does not take much to 
disturb the balance.” 

These are areas with Asian 
communities, many born in 
Britain, who took to the streets two 
years ago to defend themselves 
from attack by racists. Those 
racists will have been encouraged 
by Fox’s comments. 
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of Brown's benefits 


The lives of tens of 


thousands of people are 
being made a misery by the 


crisis hitting the 


government's new tax 


credit system 


SOME OF the poorest families in Britain 
are still waiting for vital tax credits which 
make all the difference in enabling them 
to get by. 

Many have now been waiting over six 
weeks for money they were supposed to 
receive on 6 April. 

Other benefits like free school meals 
cannot be claimed until tax credits are 
processed. 

Martin Barnes from the Child Poverty 


Brown 


Action Group says, “We are talking about 
some of the poorest families in the coun- 
try, where a couple of days delay can cause 
worry and hardship.” 

Many families are totally dependent 
on the credits to pay for vital household 


necessities. 

Amanda Wilson from Hull has five 
children including a 13 week old baby. 

She says, “All I have done is worry 
about money. What about lunch money? 
What if I run out of nappies for the baby? 
How can I pay the mounting bills?” 

George Davidson from Manchester 
says it is impossible to get through to the 
government’s helpline because lines are 
jammed. He says, “It is a nightmare. It 
doesn’t sound like much to some people, 
but it is worth £28 a week. We haven’t got 
the luxury to wait.” 

The mess is a direct result of the way 
Chancellor Gordon Brown has based the 
system on means testing, and has made 
people reapply for benefits through com- 
plicated and lengthy forms. 

The PCS union, which represents civil 
service workers, has hit out at the chaos. 


EXCLUSIVE REPORT ON EVIDENCE OF PLOT TO SMEAR GEORGE GALLOWAY 


Mystery of break-in at TV offices 


EVIDENCE OF a sinister 
smear campaign against anti- 
war MP George Galloway is 
mounting following a 
mysterious break in at the 
office of an independent TV 
production company he is 
associated with. 

Files, videos and computer 
hard drives were removed 
from AVL Media in 
Kilmarnock on the very day 
the Daily Telegraph published 
its outlandish claims about 
Galloway. 

Eyewitnesses say they saw 
two police officers taking the 


HOUSING CRISIS 


equipment on Tuesday 22 
April. The two men, one in 
police uniform, said they were 
taking it “for safekeeping”. 

One month later and Ron 
McKay, director of AVL 
Media, has had no response 
from the police about where 
his property is. 

“We were away in France 
over Easter and did not return 
until the end of the week,” Ron 
McKay told Socialist Worker. 

“My wife went to the 
premises on Seaford Street on 
the Friday and discovered that 
one of the offices had been 


Going through the roof 


A SURVEY this week by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
confirmed what millions of 
people know—house prices in 
Britain are beyond the reach 
of most working people. 

The survey, by Steve 
Wilcox of York University, 
compared prices of small 
houses with average 
incomes of working 
households, aged between 
20 and 39, across England. 

In most parts of London 


over 70 percent of all working 
households cannot afford to 
buy properties in the cheapest 
quarter of house prices. 

In 46 areas elsewhere 
those the government 
describes as “key workers’, 
such as teachers and nurses, 
could not afford to buy. 

And in 33 local authorities 
the average small home cost 
over five times average 
annual incomes of the 
working households. 


broken into. 

“She reported it to 
Kilmarnock police station. 
Two officers went with her to 
the building and were surprised 
to hear from a neighbour that 
other police officers had 
removed equipment three days 
beforehand.” 

The neighbouring office in 
the building is rented by a 
community advocacy project. 

The two respected voluntary 
sector workers there heard 
noises from next door and 
discovered the uniformed and 
plainclothes police officers. 


On the same day the two 
women advice workers 
received acall from the 
London Evening Standard 
asking “whether George 
Galloway owned the office 
next door’. He doesn’t. 

Ron McKay has written to 
Kilmarnock police’s chief 
superintendent asking: 

“Did your officers force 
entry into the building? Did 
they have a warrant—and if so, 
what were the grounds? 

“Tf they did enter the 
building, where is the 
equipment they took away?” 
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CORPORATE KILLING 


How farwill 
new law go? 


NEW LABOUR managed to spin a five- 
year delay over making companies 
accountable for deaths at work into a 
dramatic new initiative on Tuesday. 

Tony Blair promised to introduce a 
“corporate killing law’ in the 1997 
general election manifesto. 

Butthe governmentis only responding 
now after pressure from families of those 
killed in such tragedies as the 1999 
Ladbroke Grove rail crash. 

At present a company can only be 
charged if a director can be proved 
responsible under manslaughter laws. 

Unions and safety campaigners have 
been pushing for the law to be extended. 

The government's belated legislation 
could move in that direction. But it has 
given assurances to the bosses’ CBI that 
new laws will not be too burdensome. 

The Home Office’s consultation 
document also exempted “Crown 
bodies’—that is a large number of 
government employers. 


Life is worth 
just£25,000 


ANY NEW law will come too late for the 
14 building workers killed at work over the 
last six weeks. And it will not guarantee an 
end to the kind of sentences handed out 
in Hull Crown Court in February. 

Teglagaard Hardwood and its 
managing director, John Horner, pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter charges after a 
stack of hardwood planks fell on 18 year 
old Christopher Longrigg, killing him. 

The company was fined just £25,000 
and John Horner given a 15 month 
suspended sentence. 

His is one of only a handful of 
successful prosecutions over deaths at 
work. 


New Ladbroke 
Grove scandal 


BRITISH TRANSPORT Police have 
reopened their investigation into the 
Ladbroke Grove rail disaster in which 31 
people died. 

But Socialist Workerhas learnt of 
worries inside the Health and Safety 
Executive thatits rail inspectors could be 
charged as a result of cooperating with 
police inquiries. 

The outrageous defence of Thames 
Trains at the crash inquiry was that the 
HSE was to blame for not forcing the 
company to obey regulations it should 
have been following anyway. 

Survivors of Ladbroke Grove and 
other disasters say they do not want 
junior employees or inspectors 
scapegoated, but want top management 
held responsible. 

Yet the government is pushing 
through cuts to the HSE, which will make 
prosecutions more difficult and make it 
easier to blame inspectors. 

The HSE has been told to make 5 
percent cuts and 50 inspectors due to 
leave will not be replaced. 

Steve Kay, branch secretary of the 
inspectors’ Prospect union, told Socialist 
Worker, “We strongly want a new law on 
corporate killing. HSE inspectors will play 
akey role in investigations. But that has 
implications for resources.” 
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OVER 5,000 people rallied in 
Trafalgar Square on Saturday of 
last week in support of the 
Palestinians. 

The date was chosen to mark 
the 55th anniversary of the 
expulsion of 750,000 
Palestinians at the founding of 
the Israeli state in 1948. 

Among the speakers 
addressing the rally, organised 
by the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, was Sophie Hurndall. 

Her brother Tom went to 
Palestine as a peace activist and 
was shot in the head by an 
Israeli soldier when he went to 
rescue some children who were 
under fire. 

Sophie said, “My parents, my 


two other brothers and myself 
have spent much of the last five 
weeks at Tom’s bedside in 
Israel, and also in Gaza trying to 
find answers. 

“In spite of numerous 
repeated requests during that 
time, we have been bluntly 
refused an explanation from, or 
any communication with, the 
Israeli forces. 

“My parents have even been 
shot at in Gaza. 

“They have now been refused 
entry unless they sign a waiver 
absolving the Israeli army of any 
responsibility if the army shoots 
at them. 

“Is that what freedom and 
democracy are in Israel?” 
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Fat cats fall out— 
wny not skin 


THE £22 million payout for 
GlaxoSmithKline boss Jean 
Pierre Garnier has revealed 
the obscene scale of the 
wealth, opulence and luxury 
at the top of society. 

It shows that nothing has 
changed under New Labour. 
Bosses are still awarding themselves 
millions in salaries, bonuses, share 
options and “golden parachutes”. 

In fact the fat cats are revelling in 
an even more grotesque way than 
they did in Margaret Thatcher’s 
heyday. 

This week the mainstream media 
cheered on the GlaxoSmithKline 
shareholders who voted against the 
payout to Garnier. 

Britain’s biggest drugs manufac- 
turer is the latest in a stream of firms, 
like Barclays and Shell, to see share- 
holders’ anger at meetings over 
bosses’ pay packages. 

But although it’s good to see 
newspaper headlines attacking the 
fat cats, this is not about the small 
shareholder David slaying the multi- 
millionaire Goliath. 

The most powerful share- 
holders are the institutional in- 
vestors, the rich who wield a 
block vote. 

In GlaxoSmithKline that included 
one of Britain’s leading shareholders, 
Standard Life Investments, casting its 
vote against Garnier. 

These people are not angry at mul- 
timillion payouts. They just want to 
ensure that enough of the loot goes 


all? 


into their own pockets. 

They may balk at the idea of a top 
boss getting millions while a com- 
pany’s share price is falling. But they 
agree that chief executives with 
“talent” should be “rewarded”. 

That means a boss who can drive 
down wages, increase working hours 
and close down a decent pension 
scheme is worth a salary 50 times 
that of a worker. 

Monday's Mirror editorial says, “The 
writing’s on the wall for fat cats.” But 
it adds, “Bosses who succeed are en- 
titled to rich rewards.” 

Perhaps that’s why it doesn’t 
brand Sir Victor Blank, chair of 
the Trinity Mirror Group, a fat cat 
even though he got a £175,000 
payout last year. 

N ew Labour praises “entrepre- 
neurs” and welcomes million-pound 
donations from rich businessmen like 
Lord Sainsbury. 

Yet it threatened to use the law 
to impose an appalling pay settlement 
on the firefighters and cuts in jobs 
and the service. 

Many workers, most recently 
public sector workers in London, have 
been agitating for their unions to take 
action over pay. 

The scandal over wages in Britain 
isn't about a struggle between “de- 
serving” and “undeserving” bosses. 

It is the fact that millions of work- 
ers have to struggle to get by on low 
pay, and that N ew Labour refuses to 
raise taxes on the rich parasites to 
fund the hospitals and schools we 
desperately need. 


What's the real divide on the euro? 


THE DEBATE over Britain joining 
the euro currency is tearing New 
Labour apart. 

The government’s deep splits 
have been reopened in the run-up 
to the announcement on the euro 
on 9 June. 

Gordon Brown and Tony Blair are 
set to haul in cabinet ministers one by 
one to try to hammer home a line. 

The row over Europe is not about 
what will benefit the lives of ordi- 
nary people in Britain. 

It is about the best way for busi- 
eal screw even more profit out 

US. 


In the pro-euro camp are whole 
swathes of big business figures and 
those such as disgraced former New 
Labour minister Peter Mandelson. 

In the anti-euro camp are a dif- 
ferent section of big business, much 
of the right wing press and the 
Tories. 

The same right wing tabloids 
who praised Blair for his fawning 
support of George Bush and his war 
on Iraq are now claiming “British 
sovereignty” is at stake if Britain 
joins the euro. 

It istempting to say if the Sun and 
Mail are against something, socialists 


Imperialism today: is the US unstoppable? What would socialism be like? Does the movement need political 
parties? How do ideas change? Is Labour just another Tory party? Do Western workers benefit from Third World 
oppression? Is racism getting worse? What makes you working class? What sort of cities do we want? What is 
historical materialism? Is Chavez the new hope for Latin America? Can Palestine be free? 


We've all got questions 
Together we've got answers 


Over 200 meetings and forums at Marxism 2003 with speakers including 


should be arguing for it. 

But joining the euro is about re- 
linquishing even more power to un- 
accountable bankers and big 
businessmen who want to drive 
through more deregulation and 
privatisation. 

This doesn’t mean socialists 
ignore the debate over the euro. 

There is a different kind of 
a that we want to be part of. 

The strikes and protests in 
France, Austria and Germany last 
week over pension rights show how 
the slogan of “A social Europe not a 
bosses’ Europe” can be a reality. 
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occupation watch 


United against US 


VER 10,000 Shia and 
unni Muslims marched 
hrough Baghdad on Monday 
0 oppose the US occupation. 
US snipers overlooked the 
emonstration from rooftops 
s protesters chanted against 
he new US governor in Iraq, 
aul Bremer, and his plans 
or a delayed Iraqi govern- 


Thousands 


AN INDEPENDENT organi- 
sation, Iraq Body Count, has 
put the number of dead from 
the US bombing and invasion 
at between 4,065 and 5,223 
civilians. 

The figure comes from 
meticulous checks of casu- 
alty reports. The actual 
number of dead is likely to be 
far greater as Iraq Body 
Count use a highly conserva- 


..more chi 


THE US and Britain have left 
a deadly legacy in Iraq. Clus- 
ter bombs are still maiming 
and killing children. 

The US has still not recon- 
nected the water, sewerage 
and electricity supplies it 
bombed during the war, which 
is endangering the health of 
thousands of families. 

The charity UNICEF 
brings in 67 tankers of water 
via Kuwait every day. 

These service less than 
10 percent of Iraq’s popula- 
tion. Some 40 percent of 
Basra in southern Iraq still 


The rea 


DUST FROM depleted ura- 
nium munitions means civil- 
ians will be dying for many 
years to come. 

The US and Britain 
dropped up to 2,000 tons of 
depleted uranium on Iraq. 

This is three times the 
amount used in the first Gulf 
War. 

This toxic heavy metal is 
used in shells and missiles 
and can contaminate water 
and food supplies with ra- 
dioactivity for years. 

This death and destruction 
in Iraq was necessary, we 


Kissinger’s 
RAQI GOVERNOR Paul 
remer announced last Friday 
e was scrapping plans for a 
ransitional government. 

Bremer, a protege of US 

ar criminal Henry Kissinger, 
eplaced the unpopular US 
eneral Jay Garner. 

He will report directly to 
he US defence secretary 

onald Rumsfeld. 

The US does not want to 
and over government, even 
0 the Iraqi exiles and opposi- 
ion leaders it has been 
rooming. 

US and British diplomats 
ave ruled they will remain in 
harge for an indefinite period. 

Bremer has been forced to 


..- bil 


HILIP Carroll, the US busi- 
essman installed to run Iraq’s 
il industry, has financial links 
o the Fluor company. 

It is bidding for multi- 
illion dollar contracts for 
econstruction work in Iraq. 

Fluor has teamed up with 
mec, the British construction 
ompany, to bid for a £4 bil- 


ment in the future. 

A sign of the tensions the 
occupation has thrown up be- 
tween rival groups in Iraq 
came the same day in Kirkuk, 
the oil-rich city in the north 
of the country. 

Clashes between Arab 
and Kurdish fighters left ten 
people dead. 


died... 


tive method of counting the 
casualties. 

Their single largest 
entry—between 1,482 and 
2,009 dead—comes from 
the 19 Baghdad hospitals 
most likely to receive the 
dead and injured in the cap- 
ital, according to the Red 
Crescent. This was during 
the period 19 March to 9 
April. 


dren will 


have no water. 

The World Health Organ- 
isation has already warned 
about major illnesses like 
cholera. It has declared an 
outbreak in southern Iraq. 

Kenny Gluck of Medecins 
Sans Frontieres says, “The 
health system is in such disar- 
ray that healthcare staff have 
lost the capacity to deal with 
even common problems.” 

He condemned the coali- 
tion forces, saying, “They 
haven’t even bothered to pro- 
vide hospitals with what they 
need to keep functioning.” 


use of WMDs 


were told, because Saddam 
had weapons of mass de- 
struction (WMDs). 

But Jack Straw, the for- 
eign secretary, admitted last 
week that evidence of this 
may never be found. 

This was the last desper- 
ate excuse Bush and Blair 
came up with to justify their 
war. They claimed Saddam 
could launch chemical or bi- 
ological attack in 45 minutes. 

Now Straw is saying it is 
“not crucially important” to 
find any of the alleged 
WMDs. 


man In... 


say that the administration is 
weeding out members of 
Saddam Hussein’s Ba’ath 
Party from running authori- 
ties and ministries. 

This comes after wide- 
spread anger at US appoint- 
ing Ba’ath Party members as 
police officers and other po- 
sitions, claiming they needed 
their “expertise”. 

But the people the US is 
putting in instead are hardly 
popular. 

About 100 bus drivers in 
Baghdad protested last week- 
end for the reinstatement of 
the head of their company, 
even though he was a Ba’ath 
Party member. 


ions to go out 


lion contract. 

Carroll gets $1 million a 
year from Fluor in retirement 
benefits and bonuses tied to 
Fluor’s performance. 

He has begun a review of 
options for Iraq’s oil industry 
which include privatising it 
and opening it up to foreign 
investors and oil companies. 


inside the system 


IN THE FRAME 


LORD BROWNE 


Cecccccecccccccccccccece 


THE HEAD of BP 
since 1995 has tried 
hard to camouflage 
the oil company in 
environmental 
colours. 

But Amnesty 
International 
revealed BP’s true 
face this week when 
it accused the 
company of putting 
“chilling” pressure 
on the Turkish 
government to build 
an oil pipeline. 

The £1.8 billion 
Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
project, built by a 
BP-led consortium, 
sole] fo Mo) ol-Me)] Micedat| 
Azerbaijan to Turkey. 

Human rights 
groups point out that 
displaced farmers 
along its route will 
Ce f=) Mare (e (eve Uri) 
compensation. BP 
funds New Labour. 


In the land of 
the free #134 


“WE OWN you. You 
don’t have any legal 
rights.” 

That’s what two 
school students in 
Oakland, California, 
were told when grabbed 
by US secret service 
agents for interrogation. 

The teenagers’ crime 
had been to make 
derogatory remarks about 
President George Bush 
during a classroom 
discussion on Iraq. 

The class teacher 
phoned the secret service, 
who hotfooted it down to 
the school. 

Other teachers have 
rallied behind the two 
students, who were grilled 
by the secret agents 
without lawyers or their 
parents present—a breach 
of official guidelines. 


The cops’ new 
gentle touch 


EVIDENCE GIVEN to 
an Edinburgh court last 
week shone some light 
on police claims that they 
have improved the way 
they deal with rape 
victims. 

A woman who is deaf 
and mute told the court 
what happened when 
police arrived at her flat 
and she tried to tell them 
that she had been raped. 

Speaking through a 
sign language interpreter, 
she told the court how 
police handcuffed her. 

She was locked in a 
cell all night, before a 
sign language expert was 
called and the alleged 
attack discovered. 

The trial of a man 
accused of rape 
continued last week. 


| love the smell of 
graft in the morning 


TONY BLAIR had some 
friends round for breakfast 
at Number 10 last week. 

On the menu was the carve- 
up of lucrative NHS contracts, 
and round the table a clutch of 
fat cat privatisers. 

Up for grabs were contracts 
to run 11 diagnostic and treat- 
ment centres, which will pro- 
vide hip replacements and 
cataract surgery. 

The centres will open in De- 
cember and Blair told his private 
healthcare pals that he wants 
them to bid for the contracts. 

Companies invited included 
South Africa’s biggest private 
hospital owner, Netcare Health- 
care Holdings. 

It has run out of hospitals to 


Patients or profits? 


buy in South Africa and is now 
looking to Britain. 

Netcare already has a con- 
tract with Cumbria and Lan- 
cashire Strategic Health 
Authority to provide hip and 


THisig a COUNTRY (AHiege 
HUMAN RIGHTS ARE 


LSAavSsep... 


THE ABSOLUTE 
LOON'T TOLERATE ANY 


OPPOsIT ISAS .. 


FORMER BP boss Bryan 
Sanderson has come up with 
an innovative scheme which 
channels public money into 
the BUPA private health firm, 
which he is now chairman of. 

Blair appointed Sander- 
son one of the “three wise 
men” supposed to advise 
the government on compe- 
tition policy. 

This super-rich tycoon 
trousered £1 million a year 
while heading the chemicals 
arm of BP, and is a Labour 


FIGURE IT OUT 


C 


By next spring the 
budget of Britain’s 
secret services, 
MI5, MI6 and the 
GCHQ spy centre, 
will have risen by 
£138 million in three 
years. Their £803 
million budget in 
2001 was set to rise 
to £941 million in 
2004. 


RULER | SH 


Party member. 

He is now the appointed 
chair of the government- 
funded Learning and Skills 
Council. It has negotiated a 
“flex account” with staff 
where each person gets £336 
a year worth of “medical” 
benefits, available from only 
one source...BUPA. 

In case any staff member 
decides they would rather 
stay with the NHS a memo 
informed them: 

“We have agreed with 


knee replacements later this 
year. 

In the company’s last half- 
yearly accounts, operating prof- 
its stood at £33.48 million. 

Also there was Jarvis, the 
company responsible for main- 
taining track where the Potter’s 
Bar rail crash happened. Seven 
people died and more than 70 
were injured. 

Jarvis is already involved in 
PFI schools deals. It has joined 
forces with InterHealth Canada, 
a Canadian private company to 
bid for health contracts. 

InterHealth is one of the 
government’s favourite runners. 
Latest figures show Interhealth 
revenues currently stand at 
around £161.7 million a year. 


CAN" T 


INVAPE ENGLAND Thovgy! 


fuwe'D> HAVE 
OINVAPE Oveseve 


Bryan to pay... 


BUPA that the first £336 of 
the flex account cannot be 
used for other purposes if 
the employee chooses to opt 
out of the scheme.” 

BUPA is getting £336 for 
every Learning and Skills 
Council employee, whether 
or not they use the firm. 

The vice-chair of the 
council is John Monks. As 
far as we know the former 
TUC general secretary has 
not resigned or made any 
public protest over the scam. 


Deserves an Oscar 


REMEMBER THE “Saving 
Private Jessica” story during 
the Iraq war? 

The media, with a little 
help from the US army, 
showed us film of a daring 
night-time raid deep into 
enemy territory to rescue 
Private Jessica Lynch. 

We were told how Lynch 
suffered stab and bullet 
wounds at the hands of brutal 
Iraqi captors. 

A different picture is now 
emerging. The US army “film” 
was edited to five minutes and 
the US refuses to release 
more. Lynch conveniently 
can’t remember a thing about 
the whole incident. 

Doctors in the Iraqi 


hospital do have a clear 
memory. They say they 
looked after Lynch. She 
suffered no ill-treatment and 
had no bullet or stab wounds. 
“We gave her three bottles 
of blood, two of them from 
medical staff because there 
was no blood at this time,” 
says Dr Harith Al Houssona. 
“There were only road 
traffic accident injuries.” 
Hospital staff say they had 
already tried to hand Lynch 
back to the US forces, but that 
US troops fired on the 
ambulance carrying her as it 
approached. 
Iraqi forces had left the 
town earlier, as an advance 
party of US forces knew. 


Tt | 


WHO SAYS? 


“In the current 
atmosphere of 
anger and 
trepidation, any 
union worth its 
salt should be 
able to sign up 
members. If the 
recruiters come 
to call, and you 
are not in the 
executive suite, | 
would give them 
a hearing if | 
were you.” 
MICHAEL SKAPINKER 


Financial Times 
columnist 


“Where did this 
idea come from 
that everybody 
deserves free 
education? Free 
medical care? 
Free whatever? It 
comes from 
Russia. It comes 
straight out of 
the pit of hell.” 
DEBBIE RINDLE, 


US Republican Party 
representative in Texas 


“We're still on 
the road to 
peace. It’s just 
going to be a 
bumpy road.” 
GEORGE BUSH 

on Al Qaida’s recent 
activities 


“| want to be the 
party of the poor. 
Whether we are 
perceived by the 
people who are in 
that category as 
their party, that’s 
by the by.” 

IAIN DUNCAN SMITH 


“Blair's sense 
that it was right 
to liberate Iraq, is 
the sense of neo- 
conservatives.” 
RICHARD PERLE, 


of the Project for the 
New American Century 


“It would be a 
valid observation 
to say that Tony 
is not, never has 
been and has 
never claimed to 
be part of the 
heart and soul of 
the Labour 
movement.” 


CHRIS SMITH 
former culture 


se y 


Do you have a story 
for inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 


Gaza, Afghanistan, Iraq... 


The bitter fruits 


Realit 


behin 
Al Qaida 
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THE impression 
given by much of the 
media and politi- 
cians is that all these 
suicide attacks are 
carefully coordi- 
nated by Osama Bin 
Laden and his Al 
Qaida network. 

It conjures up a 
convenient image 
of a James Bond 
style “evil genius” 
plotting world de- 
struction. In fact, Al 
Qaida is little more 
than an umbrella 
label for scores of 
groupings that have 
been driven into ter- 
rorist methods. 

The 1970s sawan 
array of political Is- 
lamic movements 
grow as Middle East- 
ern leaders made 
their peace with the 
West. 

Those move- 
ments were largely 
beaten off the 
streets or co-opted 
by the local regimes. 
The main Islamist 
party in Morocco is 
a respectable parlia- 
mentary party. 

Another group 
faces systematic re- 
pression and has 
been incapable of 
developing a mass 
following. It is a sim- 
ilar story in Egypt, 
Jordan and other 
countries. 

Across the Mid- 
dle East and else- 
where this has left 
small Islamist group- 
ings isolated from 
mass forces, even 
though they can win 
considerable pas- 
sive support. 

They are often 
drawn from middle 
class layers that 
have been to uni- 
versity but find that 
all their education 
leaves them with 
few prospects. 

This layer of 
people have formed 
the core of the dis- 
parate terrorist 
groups, believing 
their actions can 
substitute for those 
of masses of people. 

But, as the att- 
acks in Morocco and 
Chechnya show, 
others are also turn- 
ing to desperate 
methods. 

Some of the 
poorest people now 
feel their life is so 
terrible that it is 
worth sacrificing. 

Far from isolat- 
ing an international 
terror network, US 
military action has 
encouraged dozens 
of local networks to 
form. 


THE devastating bomb 
attacks in Saudi Arabia 
and Morocco shattered 
75 lives, and with them 
the great lie at the heart 
of George Bush’s “war 
on terror”. 

We were told the wars 
against Afghanistan and Iraq 
would “make the world a 
safer place”. 

The US government, and 
Blair, have all but abandoned 
the pretence that invading 
Iraq was about weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Instead, Bush says Sad- 
dam Hussein was a key 
player in the 11 September 
2001 attacks. 

That claim is so fanciful 
that it is comprehensively 
rubbished even by British 
military intelligence. 

The only connection be- 
tween the attack on Iraq and 
terror is this. 

The US and British inva- 
sion was itself an act of terror 
and deepened the bitterness 
of hundreds of millions of 
across the globe. It has cre- 
ated the conditions for some 
to look to terrorist methods 
in return. 

The anti-war movement 
predicted that. So did some 
of those who went along with 
the attacks on Afghanistan 
and Iraq, which claimed 
thousands of lives. 

The pro-Western auto- 
cratic ruler of Egypt, Hosni 
Mubarak, said invading 
Iraq would “create 100 Bin 
Ladens”. 

Now, tragically, that is 
being proved true. 

In the space of five days 
last week we saw: 

@A suicide attack in Chech- 
nya aimed at its Russian- 
installed ruler. 

@The attack on foreigners’ 
compounds in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. 

@A second suicide bombing 
in Chechnya. 

@Bomb attacks on 21 Shell 
and Caltex petrol stations in 
Pakistan. 

@The explosions in Casa- 
blanca, Morocco. 

The US State Department 
and British Foreign Office 
issued warnings of more at- 
tacks anywhere from the At- 
lantic coast of North Africa, 
through East Africa and the 
Middle East, into parts of 
Central Asia, and down to In- 
donesia and Malaysia. 


Bitterness 
WHATEVER THE accuracy 
of those warnings there is no 
doubt that that whole area, 
and most of the world 
beyond, is seething at the ar- 
rogant power of the US state. 

The bitterness is also di- 
rected at those seen to be part 
of what the Bush gang calls 
their drive for “the New 
American Century”. 

By hitching himself to 
the neo-conservative war- 
mongers in the US, Tony 
Blair has put this country in 
the front ranks of the hated. 

What breeds that hatred 
is not some Islamic “back- 
wardness”, as the thinkers 
behind Bush’s imperialist 
drive claim. 

It is the devastation 
wrought by corporate 
power, capitalism and their 
biggest defender—US mili- 
tary might. 


The suicide bombers in 
Morocco came from the 
slums surrounding the city 
of Casablanca. 

Daily they could see, but 
not enter, the upmarket 
restaurants in the city centre. 

Morocco’s authoritarian 
ruler, King Muhammed VI, 
has allied himself with the 
US. 

He has banned demon- 
strations in support of the 
Palestinians, while hypocrit- 
ically pretending, as a de- 
scendant of the founder of 
Islam, to be a defender of 
Arabs against oppression. 

There are 31 million 
people in Morocco, and one 
million migrate every year 
into the teeming cities. 

There they are pushed to 
the margins, servicing the 
local rich and international 
Visitors. 

When the poor have 
organised and risen up, 
they have faced crushing 
repression. 

The military budget is a 
staggering 14 percent of 
government spending. It has 
largely gone on maintaining 
Morocco’s occupation of 
neighbouring Western 
Sahara, which is tolerated 
by the West. 

Living standards have 
declined as the conspicuous 
consumption of the rich has 
increased. 


Suffering 

THAT IS even more true of 
Saudi Arabia. Income per 
head in the world’s largest 
oil producer was £17,250 in 
the early 1980s. It is now 
£4,450. 

More than 80 percent of 
Saudi Arabia’s 23 million 
people live in the cities 
of Riyadh, Jeddah and 
Dammam. The slums there 
are full of the new Saudi 
poor. 

Even the middle classes 
have been hit hard. Unem- 
ployment stands at 25 per- 
cent. Graduates cannot get 
jobs. 

At the same time the 
ever expanding Saudi royal 
family—there are now over 
20,000 “princes”—sucks 
billions from the oil indus- 
try. The rest goes to Western 
firms. 

The tiny state of Chech- 
nya, where two middle aged 
women blew themselves up 
last week, has suffered more 
than almost any country out- 
side Africa over the last 
decade. 

The Russian invasion 
and occupation has cost tens 
of thousands of lives and re- 
duced the capital, Grozny, to 
ruins. 

Standing above the 
global ocean of suffering is 
the US state, its military and 
its allies. 

People in north Africa 
and the Middle East got to 
see the appalling results of 
US bombing in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, which were 
largely kept from our 
screens. 

They read the stories of 
the 2,400 Palestinians who 
have been killed by Ariel 
Sharon’s Israeli state over 
the last three years. 

They hear Bush threaten 
to show those who stand 
against him “the meaning of 
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Moroccan women living in poverty show identity cards as they queue for emergency food rations Picture: PA Photos/ EPA 


American justice”, and have 
not forgotten Guantanamo 
Bay or the suffering in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

They see all this suffer- 
ing, and the complicity in it 
of their own local rulers, and 
they become enraged. 

A few become so desper- 
ate they decide to throw 


back a portion of the bar- 
barism inflicted on them by 
strapping explosives to 
themselves and blowing 
themselves up. 


Alternative 

THEY CANNOT hit the 
true targets. So yet more in- 
nocent people suffer. 


But some people will be 
prepared to step forward for 
more such attacks for so 
long as they are ground 
down. 

Bush’s vow of extending 
the “war on terror” will only 
leave more people desperate 
to lash out. 

The global movement 


against Bush’s war and 
against the misery inflicted 
by the system he defends 
points in another direction. 
It has the potential to 
reach out to millions of work- 
ers and the poor and show 
that mass, collective action 
can resist the US war ma- 
chine and its local minions. 
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Protesting against the BNP in Broxbourne 


More and more people 
Standing up to Nazi BNP 


ANY PEOPLE in the 
ocal community here were 
hocked when the British 

ational Party (BNP) got 
omeone elected to 

roxbourne council on | 
ay. 
On Tuesday 13 May we 
ad a local protest against 
he BNP councillor taking 
p his position. 

We protested because we 
anted to show people from 
thnic groups living here that 

edo not agree with the 

NP. Only a small minority 
f people actually voted BNP. 
I felt it was important to 
egister the fact that, apart 


Wron 


from anything else, we don’t 
think he will be a good 
councillor. 

The BNP election 
campaign material showed 
they have no other ideas 
except opposing asylum 
seekers—there aren’t any 
asylum seekers in the 
borough. 

The protest was really 
good. 

There were speakers 
from the Labour Party in 
Enfield, the local Labour 
Party and the Anti Nazi 
League, and local people 
joined in. 

The man from the local 


take on rail 


guards’ strike? 


AM surprised that your 
eporter seems to have fallen 
or the RMT rail union 
eadership’s line that guards 
ave won significant 
oncessions in our dispute 
ver safety. 

Unfortunately, the RMT 
xecutive agreed to call off 
ur strikes despite no real 
oncessions being made. 

The RMT safety proposals 
re being examined by the 
ail Standards and Safety 
oard (RSSB), as they would 
ein any case. 

All the train companies 
ave conceded is that they will 
ot oppose the results of this 
xamination—they are bound 
nlaw to accept the results. 

The only “significant 
oncession” we have is that if 
he board accepts our line we 
an take part in drawing up 
he wording of any official 
ailway rule change. 


The truth is that the RMT 
executive panicked after 
officials exaggerated a “return 
to work” movement. 

Rather than persuade the 
small minority of wavering 
members that our action was 
right, the executive claimed a 
victory to cover up their own 
weakness. 

Significantly, three train 
crew members on the 
executive did not support this 
cop-out. 

If the board does not 
accept our proposals, we will 
now have to start mobilising 
our members over again. 

Train crew are confident 
that we can defeat the train 
companies on this issue—as 
long as our union leadership 
doesn’t keep undermining our 
action. 

Greg Tucker 
RMT train crew conference 
secretary (personal capacity) 


Labour Party was definitely 
“Old Labour”. It was 
interesting to hear from them 
because normally Labour 
are so quiet round here. 

Thope we had an 
impact—you don’t normally 
get demonstrations or things 
like that happening round 
here! 

The BNP said they 
wanted their victory here to 
be their gateway to the south 
east. 

We want to stop them and 
show they are not welcome 
here or anywhere else. 

Maz 
Cheshunt 


Picture: Cheshunt and Waltham Mercury/ Phil Sharpe 


@BACK IN January the 
BNP stood ina by-election 
in the Mixenden ward in 
Halifax. 

I teach at a school in the 
area. During that election I 
wrote to all union members 
in the school warning there 
was a danger the BNP could 
getin. 

Iasked people to get 
involved in leafleting 
against them and to donate 
money to the campaign. 

I gota couple of 
donations, but it wasn’t an 
overwhelming response. 

After the BNP candidate 
got elected, people realised 


Labour turns its 
fire on the left 


| AM a school student from 
Camden. 

lam writing to voice my 
disgust at the way George 
Galloway has been treated 
by the Labour Party. 

He was one of only a 
handful of MPs who 
reflected the anti-war 
feeling among the 
population of the country 
before the war. 

The Labour Party is 
meant to represent the 
workers. Labour means 
work, as they seem to have 
forgotten. 

| cannot understand how 
a party that claims to be “left 
wing” ignored a march of 
two million people, the 
biggest anti-war 
demonstration of all time. 

| feel the main reason 
George Galloway has been 


suspended is because 
Labour don’t want a true left 
winger in their party. 

How can the government 
claim not to have enough 
money to give the 
firefighters a decent wage 
when they have just spent 
billions on war? 

Surely it would be more 
constructive to spend 
money on a vital force that 
save lives rather than killing 
people. 

Will they lift the ban on 
George Galloway after he 
loses his chance to stand as 
an MP? New Labour’s 
“plan” is very transparent. 

| sent this letter to David 
Triesman, Labour’s general 
secretary. Everyone should 
complain to him. 

Ellie Harries 
Central London 


there was areal problem. 

In the run-up to the local 
council elections earlier this 
month I wrote again to 
members of staff. 

I sent them an Anti Nazi 
League newsletter 
describing how we had 
been out on the estate 
meeting people intending 
to vote BNP and changing 
their minds. 

This time the response 
was great. I got one donation 
of £50, one of £30 and lots of 
people gave tenners—I’ ve 
been given over £150 so far. 
Kevin Mottram 
Halifax 


Short 
changed 


I WORK at the City Hospital 
in Birmingham. We cater for 
people from Clare Short’s 
Ladywood constituency. 

Her resignation wobbles 
did not come as any great 
surprise to me. 

She might wrestle with her 
conscience over some issues, 
but it has never prompted her 
to fight for more provisions at 
this hospital, which treats 
some of the poorest people in 
the city. 

When we have been 
forced to reduce services we 
never heard a squeak of 
protest from Clare. 

She is right to have a go at 
Blair over the 
“reconstruction” of Iraq. But 
she supports their 
“reconstruction” of the NHS, 
foundation hospitals, which 
will make life worse for us. 
Liz Crostie 
Birmingham 


YOUR VIEW 


Writing on wall 
for journalists 


PAY STRIKES and the 
mass movement against 
the war have helped 
galvanise the left in the 
National Union of 
Journalists for the first 
time in many years. 

This year’s annual 
conference was the 
largest for years. 

Strikes over pay in Bury 
and Bolton, and recent 
walkouts over pensions 
within Trinity Mirror, 
reflect a growing militancy 
and a willingness to fight 
back among journalists. 

A huge conference vote 
for a ballot to establish a 
political fund also showed 
the widespread 
politicisation. 

Things are definitely 
looking up. 

Phil Turner 
Sheffield 


Now East will 
really be East 


AT LAST the BBC is to 
allow an Asian family to 
appear in EastEnders. 
Up until now, if you 
watched this programme 


you might think that 
London’s East End was 
mostly inhabited by white 
small businessmen. 

If the BBC want to goa 
step further towards reality 
perhaps they should show 
the family attending an 
anti-war demonstration. 
Yuri Prasad 
EastLondon 


Locked up for 
being ill 

MANY PEOPLE are 
suffering under the 
Mental Health Act of 1983. 

People have been 
sectioned, locked up, 
under the act. Homes 
have been broken into 
and people taken off 
against their will. 

Some who are 
justifiably angry, for 
example about their 
treatment, are taken and 
injected with drugs. 

Please write to 
politicians, TV stations 
and newspapers to raise 
this issue. 

Name withheld 


Solidarity is 
notacrime 


| RECENTLY went to 
Calais to experience the 
shocking reality of life 
since the closure of 
Sangatte refugee camp. 

Refugees are not the 
only victims of the new 
measures agreed by the 
British and French 
governments. 

| heard of a French 
person being arrested for 
giving shelter to two Iraqi 


refugees in his home. He 
was accused of people 
smuggling. 

Under French law 
sheltering someone 
without papers is a crime. 

When local people try 
to give out food to 
refugees, the police arrest 
the refugees. There are 
reports of the police 
beating up refugees. 

Tom McGowan 
Kent 


War based on 
tissue of lies 


THE US is preparing to 
spend $3 billion on 
repairing lIraq—having 
already spent a lot more 
than $3 billion destroying 
it. 

It was comforting to 
know that their weapons 
were so accurate that 
only Saddam’s hidey 
holes were destroyed. 

How cunning of him to 
keep hiding in power 
stations, sewage plants, 
etc, to ensure that the 
infrastructure collapsed 
with him, leaving Iraq ina 
worse state than post-war 
Berlin. 

John Higgins 
Edinburgh 


Camfieldisa 
better choice 


FOUR CANDIDATES are 
standing in the election for 
TGWU general secretary. 
All make reference to the 
dissatisfaction within the 
union with Bill Morris and 
the union’s attitude to the 
government. 

The two candidates 
most closely associated 
with the left are Barry 
Camfield and Tony 
Woodley. Many union 
members see Camfield as 
the most consistent critic 
of the union’s line. 

He clearly wants the 
union to present a more 
robust challenge to the 
anti-union laws, is bitterly 
critical of New Labour and 
condemns the war on 
Iraq. Socialists should 
support Camfield. 

TGWU member 
Gatwick airport 


A dramatic 
warning 


| watched The Day Britain 
Stopped on TV last week. 
It was absolutely brilliant. 
For a few minutes | 
thought a real disaster 


Fact or fiction? 


had struck because it was 
so realistic. It was also 
chilling. The horrific 
accidents and loss of life 
were all too believable. 
The programme clearly 
blamed privatisation for 
the transport chaos it 
predicted. 
Chris O'Donnell 
Manchester 


Do you want 
him to be 
juage, Jur 


an 


Home secretary David 
Blunkett wants to curb the 
nght to tnal by jury and to lock 
prisoners up for life 


RIME RATES are falling—but 

that doesn’t stop home secre- 

tary David Blunkett whipping 

up hysteria over crime to help 

him ram through major attacks 
on civil liberties. 

Blunkett faced a revolt by Labour 
MPs—the third rebellion in as many 
weeks. Some 34 Labour MPs voted 
against his attempts to limit the right to 
trial by jury. 

He wants to end the right to jury trial 
in complicated cases or where juries 
might be intimidated—a potentially un- 
limited number of trials. 

The proposals are contained in the 
new Criminal Justice Bill. 

The British Crime Survey, published 
last month, showed that crime actually 
fell by 9 percent in 2002. Street crime, 
the stuff of much tabloid hysteria, fell by 
23 percent last year. 

Yet Blunkett’s new bill shows how he 
responds to the widespread bitterness 
with New Labour, and hysteria in the 
right wing media. 


Tough punishments 

His bill is based on dishing out more au- 
thoritarian, punitive measures and more 
scapegoating of the vulnerable. 

Blunkett has already tagged on a 
clause to the bill that will set fixed tariff 
sentences for murder. 

He wants to end any chance of reha- 
bilitation or parole for good behaviour. 

For those convicted of some murders, 
for example the murder of children or 
terrorist murders, a life sentence will 
mean life in prison with no chance of 
ever being released. 

Blunkett wants fixed 30-year sen- 
tences for those convicted of killing a 
police officer or a prison warden, or of 
killing with a gun. 

And he wants everyone else convicted 


of murder, even those who are under 17, 
to be banged up for at least 15 years. 

Edward Fitzgerald QC is one of many 
lawyers, justice experts and campaigners 
who have condemned his proposals. 

“Whole life sentences are a moral dis- 
aster. It’s inhuman because it excludes all 
possibility of progress and release,” he 
said. 

Blunkett is in danger of making his 
Tory predecessors look like bleeding 
heart liberals. 

His plans will see a dramatic rise in 
the prison population, which has already 
leapt from 40,000 to over 70,000 in the 
last ten years. 

Blunkett himself acknowledged that 
prison doesn’t work last year. His 
Criminal Justice Bill outlines new 
tough community punishments that 
could be handed out as an alternative to 
prison. 

But no home secretary, whether 
Labour or Tory, dares to be seen as “soft 
on crime” especially when they are 
courting the Daily Mail and the Sun. 

So many more people will be crammed 
into overcrowded prisons, at huge cost, 
and New Labour will once again cut away 
at the civil liberties of us all. 

Judy Cox 
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“British justice”: police harassment and the M25 
Three, who spent 12 years in jail for a crime they 
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The system is riddled with racism 


BLUNKETT’S MEASURES will 
reinforce the institutional racism 
that stretches from the top to the 
bottom of the British Justice 
system. 

The number of black adults in 
prison has soared by 54 percent 
since New Labour came into 
government. 

The Home Office’s statistics 
in March showed black people 
now make up 16 percent of all 


those in jail, while they only 
account for 2 percent of the 
population. 

This is because of racism. If 
you are black, the police are 
eight times more likely to stop 
and search you. 

Arrests of black people rose 
by 12 percent last year. From 
the police through to the mag- 
istrates and courts, black 
people are disproportionately 


singled out. 

The situation is even more 
marked in the US, which has 
the highest prison population in 
the world. 

A quarter of all black men 
under the age of 26 are in jail. 

Some 12 percent of young 
black men in the US are in 
prison while just 1.6 percent of 
white men of the same age are 
locked up. 
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When larking about 
becomes a crime 


CLAIRE McCARTHY, 
policy officer at the 
Howard League for Penal 
Reform, spoke to Socialist 
Worker. 


°WE ARE against the new 
proposals for two main 
reasons. 

One is that they are 
unnecessary. The 
provisions already exist 
for people who continue to 
pose a threat to society to 
be kept in prison for as 
long as is necessary. 

Secondly, we are 
against the way the 
proposals have come out. 
They have been tagged on 
to the Criminal Justice Bill 
at a very late stage. David 
Blunkett is deliberately 
trying to sidetrack all the 
proper procedures for 
bringing in complicated 
legislation. 

We estimate Blunkett’s 
proposals will double the 
number of lifers in our 
prisons, which will 
increase the huge 
overcrowding problem. 

Any further increase in 
the prison population will 
make the prisons less safe 
and less constructive. 

Last year there were 
more prison suicides than 
ever before. We think this 
is a direct result of 
overcrowding. The 
conditions in our prisons 
are not what you would 
expect in a civilised society. 

The proposals about 
life sentences will not 
affect many young people 
as very few children get 
life sentences. But we are 
extremely concerned 
about young people in our 
penal system. 

We imprison more 
children than any other 
country in Western Europe 
except for Germany. 

This is because we have 


an incredibly punitive 
penal culture which is 
fuelled by the language 
used by politicians and the 
press to talk about kids. 
They call them thugs, yobs 
and troublemakers. 

This is very clear in the 
discussion about anti- 
social behaviour 
legislation. Anti-social 
behaviour is actually just 
larking about. 

If you are middle class 
you lark about in your 
garden or your den. If you 
are working class and live 
on a council estate, you 
don’t have a PlayStation 2 
and you lark about 
outside. Now you are 
being criminalised for 
behaving like a child. 

I think there are 
indications we are 
following the US road on 
criminal justice. 

About 50 percent of 
new receptions in US 
prisons are people who 
have breached probation 
orders. 

They have been put on 
probation for some 
relatively minor offence. 
They haven’t committed 
any more crimes—they 
have just failed to do 
something like meet their 
probation officer. They are 
imprisoned for technical 
breaches of probation 
orders. 

This is happening more 
in Britain. Probation 
orders are more rigorously 
enforced then ever before. 

In the US they have 
state jails, federal jails and 
local county jails. If you 
include those imprisoned in 
the county jails there are 
more than 3 million people 
in prison in the US today. 

Per head of the 
population, we imprison 
more people than anywhere 
else in Western Europe.® 


LIFE IN PRISON— IT DOESN'T ADD UP 


percent is the increase in the number of 
under 15 year olds who have been given 
custodial sentences over the last ten years. 
Yet offending by under 18s fell by a fifth 
between 1992 and 2001. 


94 


men, women and children 
committed suicide in Britain's 
prisons last year, the highest ever 
number. Some 140 more had to be 
resuscitated after suicide attempts. 


percent of women prisoners had 
previously been admitted to mental 
hospitals. The majority of people in 
prison have drug problems or 


mental illnesses. 
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EORGE Galloway’s sus- 
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LATIN AMERICA 


Brazil’s Lula clamps 


pension from the Labour J 1 1 
Party is due to be consid- THE MEMBERS of 
cat meres = | GOWN ON his left wing 
ternal committee on . 
June. The National Executive Com- Leader Tony Blair MP 
mittee (NEC) has the power to Deputy leader John Prescott LULA, THE former socialist | sector worker pensions. used to criticise, but is now 
overturn the suspension, which was MP and leader of the Workers Lula’s policies were even _| moving to cut pensions 
issued by the party’s unelected . Party who was elected praised by US Treasury benefits of civil servants, 
general secretary, David Triesman, Treasurer Jimmy EBD president of Brazil last year, | Secretary John Snow ona among its core supporters.” 
on behalf of the Blairite hierarchy a Government John Reid MP is turning on left wingers in | recent visit to Brazil. Luciano Genro, one of the 
two weeks ago. Government Helen Liddell his own party who oppose Incredibly Lula’s budget deputies threatened with 
New Labour leaders are likely MP the pro-business policies he | targets are even more expulsion after joining recent 
to use every dirty trick to force the is pursuing in office. austere than those trade union protests against 
suspension through. Government Jan McCartney Three Workers Party demanded by the the pension cuts, says, “We 
Every trade unionist should be MP deputies in Brazil’s International Monetary Fund. | cannot accept pleasing new 
demanding that union reps on the General secretary Congress are being The IMF demanded allies to break with our old 
committee vote to lift Galloway’s David Triesnan threatened with expulsion money be pumped out of allies.” 
suspension. Activists should also : from the party for opposing Brazil to pay international Joao Batista de Araujo 
give full support to any lobbies that European Parliamentary Lula’s tax and pension plans | bankers as a condition for says of the expulsion threat 
are called. Labour Party Leader which will hit workers. agreeing new loans last year | he and the others face, “We 
Labour’s executive has been sys- Gary Titley MEP Itis a clear sign that Lula | to stave off acollapse of the | are being used as an 
tematically “reorganised” to reduce Young Labour is determined to show his country’s currency. example to show 
the chances of revolt over issues Jonny Reynolds right wing governing The three congress international investors the 


such as privatisation, tuition fees, 
foundation hospitals and war. 
Eleven of the 33 places on the 


Ulatelamuatsie 


Trade unions 
John Gibbins (AEEU-Amicus) 


coalition allies and 
international bankers that 
they can rely on him to look 


deputies threatened with 
expulsion from the Workers 
Party are echoing the 


government can approve 
whatever reforms they want. 
In an echo of the kind of 


committee are either directly ap- Mike Griffiths (GPMU) after their interests. growing discontent among language those familiar with 

pointed by the Blairite hierarchy or John Hannett (Usdaw) Lula has made some party members and those attacks on the left have 

are within its gift. MPs and Euro Mick Cash (RMT) gestures to his base among _ | who voted for Lula. faced in European-style 

MPs elect another three members. il Diana Holland (TGWU) Brazil’s workers and poor That direction is summed _ | Labour parties, Workers 
Labour Party members elect just John Keggie (CWU) since he took over the up by the Financial Times Party president Jose 

six. But the trade unions affiliated Mageed Uni presidency in January. business paper—though it Genoino argued, “We have 

to the Labour Party still have 12 aggie Jones (Unison) He has initiated limited underestimates the degree | the obligation to ensure the 

representatives—over a third of the Steve Pickering (GMB) programmes to tackle of opposition Lula faces viability of this government. 

committee. Instead of consistently Nancy Coull(Unison) hunger in the poorest areas | within the Workers Party. “The comrades went too 

opposing Blair’s policies, trade Cath Speight (AEEU-Amicus) and he has agreed to give “The rift between a minority | far. They engaged in 

union votes have been decisive in | Mary Turner (GMB) some land to landless rural | of hardliners and the more systematic opposition.” 

allowing him to ram_ through Margaret Wall (MSF-Amicus) workers organised in the market-friendly moderates in The three facing expulsion 

deeply unpopular decisions. iali ‘oti radical MST movement. government has deepened have won wide support in 
Three issues stand out over the Socialist societies But the thrust of Lula’s 


last 18 months—PFI privatisation, 
keeping Ken Livingstone out of the 
party, and the war on Iraq. 


On each occasion some or all of 
those union representatives have 
ignored the feelings of their own 


Tony Blair is facing revolt over 
foundation hospitals, top-up fees 
and the war on Iraq. Yet the anger 
inside the working class finds 


Dianne Hayter 

Constituency Labour Party 
Ann Black 

Mark Seddon 

Christine Shawcroft 

(the three supporters of the 
left wing Grassroots Alliance) 


policies have been to show 
the country’s rich and 
international bankers that he 
is no threat to them. He has 
set an austerity budget and 
is planning to cut public 


since the Workers Party 
accelerated its move towards 
the political centre after taking 
power in January. 

“The government has not 
only adopted orthodox 
economic policies the PT 


the Workers Party. 

The opposition to Lula’s 
policies is likely to lead to 
bigger and sharper clashes 
between workers and the 
poor and his government in 
the months ahead. 


t t ' t ' 
mt hai Mat No end to instability in Argent 
oe oe against Q i . ’ ple et oer 0 e N 0 | N S d | | | N [ e N | N d 
Mark Seddon, editor of the left 5 pr ecious little (4 6 io) on Labo urs Ruth Turner THE CONFIRMATION of less than the 24 percent of One section, represented 
Labour magazine Tribune, and = § ° ° e ; Nestor Kirchner as votes which put him in first | by Menem and others like 
Ann Black tabled a basically anti- MD,’ National Executive Committee. aoe calc Argentina’s new president _ place inthe firstround. _| him, wants to throw its lot 
war resolution to the committee 3 Ne j a ‘ pie 6 a am is unlikely to end the bitter The effect of the in completely with the US, 
meeting of 28 January. It said that 2 infighting inside the withdrawal though is to and also believes it can 
war on Iraq was not justified onthe = 4 A ow can th Ls h app en wh en I 2 trade MPs and MEPs country’s ruling class. deny Kirchner the strong move quickly to confront 
available evidence. 8 — * bf Helen Jackson MP Argentina’s deep electoral mandate he was__| the country’s still-powerful 
And later it called for the gov- —_# b ~* , untonis KY are me TY ers ? Berni Sisaner MP economic crisis sparked hoping for. He got only 22 | protest movements. 
ernment “to desist from joining any — & rr. Michael Cashman MEP the uprising which in percent of votes to come Another section, 


pre-emptive military action against 
that country at the behest of the 
US”. Mike Griffiths of the GPMU 
union tabled a counter-proposal. 
His resolution backed Blair’s line 
that “in the last resort military 
action” would be taken. 


| 


backed Livingstone to be Labour’s 
candidate for London mayor in the 
rigged selection process. 


RMT), Cath Speight (Amicus) and 
Margaret Wall (Amicus). 

Those “unavoidably absent” 
were Steve Pickering (GMB) and 
Jimmy Elsby (TGWU). 


that point had policy against PFI. 
But the national executive voted 
not to discuss the resolution. The 
vote was 21 to seven. The seven in- 
cluded Seddon and the two other 


which way she voted on Labour’s 
highest body. 

She claims she is not there to rep- 
resent MSF But every union 
member has the right to expect 


Manoeuvres about Galloway 


AS OF Friday of last week La- 


disrepute” in two television in- 


of any plans to move against 


December 2001 toppled 
the country’s government. 

Since then the ruling 
class has not succeeded 
in fully reimposing the 
kind of stability it wants in 
the face of continuing 


second in the first round. 
The first round of voting 
showed the continuing 
strength of Peronism, a 
nationalist movement with 
support among the 
country’s organised 


represented by people like 
Kirchner and ex-president 
Duhalde, looks more 
towards Brazilian 
capitalism and the regional 
Mercosur trade bloc. 

This section also 


A procedural fix meant the reso- When he was blocked, Livingstone The vote against Livingstone’s members of the Grassroots Al- their officials to stick by democrat- bour’s general secretary, David terviews over six weeks ago. Galloway. f crisis and of resistance by | workers and which believes there are risks in 
lution allowing Blair to go to war stood independently and won with readmission was just 17 to 13. liance. Most union representatives _ ically agreed policies. Triesman, who is meant to be Triesman did not act immedi- Triesman used his authority to ; social movements. dominated Argentina for moving too quickly to 
was taken first. a handsome majority, bigger One of the most glaring exam- voted in defiance of their unions’ Another tendency is to absent holding an investigation into ately on what he claims are seri- act on behalf of the NEC and al Kirchner was confirmed | decades since the 1940s. confront the country’s 


Every trade union representative 
there voted for it, ensuring the anti- 
war position was not voted on. 

Trade union representatives also 
swung the balance in the vote in July 
last year to keep Ken Livingstone 
out of the party. 

Almost every trade union had 


among trade unionists. For that he 
was expelled from the party. 
Those trade union representa- 
tives who voted with the leadership 
last summer to keep it that way 
were John Gibbins (Amicus), John 
Hannett (Usdaw), Vernon Hince 
(who at that time represented the 


ples of the union representatives 
voting against the policy of their 
respective unions is over PFI. 

In March of last year Mark 
Seddon and Mary Turner (GMB) 
put forward a resolution opposing 
further privatisation through PFI 
schemes. Nearly every union by 


policies to allow Blair to carry on 
ripping up services. 

The excuses and sleight of hand 
some of the trade union reps have 
turned to are staggering. 

Margaret Wall, for example, rou- 
tinely stands up at the MSF-Amicus 
union conference and refuses to say 


from votes that might possibly go 
against Blair. 

“He has a very poor voting 
record” was the identical comment 
from senior figures in the CWU 
and GPMU unions about John 
Keggie and Mike Griffiths. 

Kevin Ovenden 


George Galloway, had not even 
contacted him. 

Galloway has written to Tries- 
man about the delay and ques- 
tioned whether it is designed to 
string out proceedings until after 
the NEC meeting. 

That would likely leave the 
suspension in place past the 
deadline for nominations for 


ous allegations. 

That would have meant pro- 
voking an even bigger revolt 
among Labour activists and vo- 
ters in the run-up to the 1 May 
elections. 

On that evening, not a single 
elected member of the NEC knew 


suspended George Galloway on 
6 May. 

When Galloway’s case is 
heard by the full NEC meeting, it 
will be an uphill battle to get it to 
overturn the suspension, which 
has caused outrage inside and 
outside the Labour Party. 


[eo 


John Keggie: not always there 


Time for confrontation with Blairites 


as president last week. His 
rival, former Argentinian 
president Carlos Menem, 
withdrew from a run-off 
after the two headed the 
polls in the first round. 

Many blame Menem for 
creating the crisis. 

He withdrew when it 
became clear that in the 


Kirchner and Menem are 
both from rival wings of 
the Peronist party and 
Peronism still has a strong 
hold among wide sections 
of the working class. 

The split between 
Kirchner and Menem 
represents a deep division 
within the Argentinian 


protest movements. 

There are still up to 200 
factories being run by 
workers either as 
occupations or co- 
operatives. 

Kirchner and his 
backers are nervous that a 
too speedy assault on 
these movements could 


i ; ' - ! Labour candidate in the new run-off he would get even ruling class. provoke renewed unrest. 
CIs very alfticult to Keep tabs on what goes on at the Ging Cnr conten 
Galloway’s own Westminster IMAGINE THEeffectif | unions must stick with union influence inside That would mean 
“OVER THE years! secretary of the RMT, Thereis nowa close eye on him. representatives to seat in Glasgow is disappearing the 12 trade union reps Labour to “keep their the Labour Party has democratising the funds — 
have seen some trade Bob Crow, and the motion to the RMT’s “Even if you find out | accountis part of the due to boundary changes. allied consistently with | influence” over the narrowed considerably. | so Labour does not have ) ; i R F Ee uel nae sellers, or 
union representatives union’s executive, for | annual conference in they have done wider issue of He is the favoured candidate thethreeleftwingersin | party. If thatis meant The recent successes | amonopoly and support OCla Ist evieW E py sr@swp.org.uk 
vote on key issues example, were led to July to remove Cash something that democracy inthe among Labour activists for the the constituency section. | seriously thenitinvolves | of the Scottish Socialist | canbe given to, for The monthly magazine of the Socialist Workers Party Write SR, PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 
against the policies of believe that Mick Cash, | asthe representative. | conflicts with the union,” says Jon Glasgow Central nomination but They could turn the the union reps Party and Socialist example, the socialists 
their unions,” Mark an assistant general “Butitis very union’s policy itis Rogers,aLabour Party __ will be barred from standing if NEC meetings upside confronting Blair on Alliance puncture the who did so well in 
Seddon told Socialist secretary, had voted difficult even to keep usually too late to do memberand secretary _ he remains suspended from the down. The Blairites issue over issue. idea that we should put _| elections to the Scottish The conquest (e) i lraq lave | 
Worker. for the anti-war tabs on people,” a anything about it.” of Unison in Lambeth party. would be always fearful If they don’t do this all our eggs in one Parliament or in the the fallout 
“At the same time resolutionin January. | senior GPMU activist Pressure canwork. | council, south The timing of New Labour’s _ they might losea vote. then their talk of the basket—relying on council elections, where 
the unions complain of It was only when in London told John Keggie let it be London. attack on the most prominent The NEC has not been | “value of the link” isso | unaccountable union the Socialist Alliance wirelecaatceanlel| fauiiale for 
a lack of influence in Helen Liddell, one of Socialist Worker. known that he “didn’t Itis also just one anti-war MP already betrays a allowedtodiscusssome | muchhotair. officials to influence a won a seat. the US 
the party. They are Blair’s enforcers, “Mike Griffiths told wantto vote for” aspect of the question stitch-up. issues, such as top-up Socialistsinside and | party that is committed The conferences of ene ate 
cutting off their nose most of them are not boasted that not one us he was for overturning that is raging among Socialist Worker has learnt that fees and foundation outside the Labour Party | to big business. the TSSA, a traditionally lan esiareliisianl iS) bloody 
to spite their face.” prominent union tradeunionistonthe | overturning Livingstone’s trade unionists and Triesman spent thousands of hospitals. Ablockof15 | agree that union reps on Thedemandtoopen | moderate rail union, and history in the Middle East 
Itis very hard tohold | leadersand therefore | NEC had voted against | Livingstone’s expulsion, buthehad | many others—how do pounds of Labour Party money could make the meetings | Labour’s NEC should up trade union political | the Bectu media union ON @) U EST NOE ; 
the union their activities arenot | the leadership’s line expulsion. But the to because of pressure | we ensure effective consulting lawyers about the date impossible unlesssuch | stand up for union funds to back candidates | have already shown Plus Simon Assaf on the 
representatives to so well known. on the war that the London committee inside his CWU union. | political of the suspension. discussions took place. policy. who do stand for union signs of the mood for OalanelecWas\ia-\eclen sit 
account, especially as The general truth came out. and officials still kepta “Holding the representation? George Galloway is charged Many trade union But everyone also policies is gaining democratising union |. BE R AIT en 
with “bringing the party into leaders say that the agrees that the scopefor | ground inevery union. funds. 
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CONGO: THE WAR YOU DON’T HEAR ABOUT 


Who is to blame for 
the 3.5 milllon dead? 


OON AFTER the 11 Sep- 
tember attacks George 
Bush declared that the US 
and the world were facing 
“the first war of the 21st century”. 

He was contemptuously brushing aside 
a war in which almost 3.5 million people 
have died. This has been going on since 
1998 in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) in Central Africa. 

It still goes on today. 

Some of the 3.5 million have been 
killed directly in the fighting. Many more 
have suffered lingering deaths because of 
starvation and disease because the war 
has shattered Congo’s agriculture, econ- 
omy and society. 

Three out of every four children born 
during the war have already died or will 
die before their second birthday. 

In the entire 225-year history of the 
US—including the American Civil War, 
First World War, Second World War, 
Korean War and Vietnam War—around 
900,000 US citizens have died either on the 
battlefield or because of the conflicts. This 
is less than a third of the number killed in 
DRC in the last five years. 

The war has drawn in seven African 
countries to fight over the country’s 
wealth. But there are far more powerful 
forces involved than the ruling classes of 
Zimbabwe, Angola, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Namibia, Chad and Sudan. 

The Great Powers and imperialism are 
involved, just as they have always been in 
Congo’s history. In the 1960s the Great 
Powers brought Joseph Mobutu to power. 
This dictator ruled from 1965 to 1997 over 
a country which he renamed Zaire. It was 
a prized asset during the Cold War. One 
attraction was the mineral wealth. The 
mineral belt in Katanga province contains 
copper and zinc in far higher concentra- 
tions than neighbouring countries. 

Cobalt is a key mineral for jet en- 
gines. The US has no domestic source of 
supply, and Zaire produced half the 
world’s supply in the 1980s. 

No wonder a US ambassador once re- 
ferred to “the Congo caviar” in a cable 
back to headquarters. 

But even more important to the US 
was keeping strategic control over a huge 
swathe of Central Africa. Mobutu could 
be relied on as an ally against the USSR— 
so long as he was thrown enough loot and 
allowed to butcher his opponents. 

Mobutu was allowed by his Western 
backers to plunder so much money that 
he became legendary in Africa. When he 
bought a $5.2 million villa on the French 
Riviera he asked as an afterthought 
whether the price was in dollars or Bel- 
gian francs. 

The 39-fold difference was unimpor- 
tant for a man with a country’s treasury at 
his disposal. Mobutu stayed in power be- 
cause he murdered his opponents, and be- 
cause he could rely on Western backing. 
During the Shaba rebellion in the 1970s 
the US organised a military airlift and 
France parachuted in legionnaires to 
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time, dominated 
by members of 
the Hutu group, 
unleashed a met- 
iculously planned 
campaign of mur- 
der against people 
in the Tutsi group 
and opposition 
Hutus. 


crush Mobutu’s enemies. 

French and Belgian troops flew in to 
police the streets when the army rioted in 
Zaire’s cities during the 1990s. 

The present war in Congo has its roots 
in the horrific events of 1994 in neigh- 
bouring Rwanda, when around 800,000 
people were slaughtered in a hundred days. 

The Rwandan government of the 


In response to 
the killing, a Tutsi-dominated rebel move- 
ment of Rwandan exiles invaded Rwanda. 
Those who had organised the genocide 
and hundreds of thousands of ordinary 
Hutus fled the country. 

Many ended up in eastern Zaire under 
Mobutu’s protection. The Rwandan and 
neighbouring Ugandan governments 
wanted to smash the potential threat from 


Millions of ordinary people, like these in Kitshanga village, 
have suffered from the actions of the Great Powers 


the Hutu militias. 

In 1997 they allied with the Zairean 
opposition under Laurent Kabila to drive 
Mobutu out. But instead of ushering in a 
new era of freedom, this opened up wide- 
spread slaughter. It detonated a struggle 
between regional competitors and, behind 
them, the US and France vying for control 
of an area where both believed they should 
dominate. 

In 1998 Uganda and Rwanda fell out 
with Kabila and organised a military rebel- 
lion against him. Kabila turned to Zim- 
babwe, Namibia and Angola for military 
assistance. The rebellion split into many 
factions as the local and international ruling 
classes fastened like vultures on the rapidly 
decaying corpse of what was now known 
as the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


Charlie Kimber 


Profit system unmoved even by this scale of suffering 


DURING THE last five years most 
of the countries involved have 
changed sides at some point, and the 
US and France have also shifted their 
allegiances. 

They have channelled loans and 


grants and sold arms to a variety of 


ruling classes, prolonging and intensi- 
fying the war. 

Through all this power-play the or- 
dinary people have suffered unimag- 
inable horror. Hardly anyone has 
noticed. 

What happens in Congo does not 
cause the slightest stir in the board- 
rooms of London and New York. 


Whether 3.5 million live or die is unim- 
portant to them. 

But the decisions made by those 
country’s rulers and capitalists have a 
huge impact on the people of Congo. 

Arms sales, military alliances, debt 
enforcement, changes in commodity 
prices and withholding aid can all 
mean death for hundreds of thousands. 

In addition the example of how the 
Great Powers use violence is not lost 
on the ruling classes of Africa. 

If it is legitimate for the US to blast 
Yugoslavia and Afghanistan and Iraq 
in pursuit of its interests then how can 
anyone complain if African countries 


dismember Congo? 

Rampant imperialism creates a 
general climate pushing countries to 
reach quickly for the gun and the 
bomb. 

As the killing continued last week 
the UN considered declaring that what 
was happening was “genocide”. This 
could trigger intervention. 

A century of “intervention” has 
wrecked Congo. The last thing it needs 
is even more Great Power manoeuvres. 

Last year an alliance of Congolese 
trade unions, religious groups and 
women’s groups put out an appeal that 
said, “The world has forgotten us and 


left us to die. But seeing what it has 
done to us in the past we almost fear to 
be remembered.” 

Tony Blair famously told the 
Labour Party conference in 2001 that 
the fate of Africa was “a scar on the 
conscience of the world’. 

Yet he and his allies have created a 
global order where horrors like the 
Congo can happen almost without a 
murmur. 

Opposition to what Bush and Blair 
are doing in Iraq is part of a wider con- 
frontation with the brutal system that 
brings hunger and violence across the 
world. 


Picture: Chris Keulen/ Panos Pictures 


Colonial conquest 


THE CONGO was first torn apart 
by Belgian colonialism. At the end 
of the 19th century European 
powers began what became 
known as the “scramble for 
Africa”, a frantic competition to 
seize chunks of the continent. 

The Belgian King Leopold II 
targeted the area around the River 
Congo. When he died in 1909 the 
royal treasury was overflowing 
with money made from Congolese 
rubber, and 8 million Congolese 
people had died from his policies. 

Leopold’s money was more 
than usually blood soaked. As one 
investigator reported, the king’s 
colony was based on “legalised 
robbery enforced by violence”. 

One of Leopold’s African 
subjects wrote, “We are sent out 
to get rubber, and when we come 
back with little rubber we are shot. 
When we did not bring enough 
rubber the white men would put 
some of us in lines, one behind 
the other, and would shoot 
through all our bodies.” 

The most potent symbol of 
colonialism’s brutality was the 
“severed hands”. African soldiers 
in the pay of their Belgian masters 
were sent out to smash 
opposition. To demonstrate that 
they had not wasted their bullets 
they hacked the hands from their 
victims, alive or dead. 

Africans did not meekly accept 
colonialism. They rose in rebellion 
in 1908 and were defeated only by 
a desperate government pouring in 
large numbers of Belgian troops. 

This brutal rule was finally 
shattered by rebellion in 1959. 


Lumumba murdered 


THE BELGIAN government was 
forced to concede independence. 
But it hoped to hand power to a 
pliant ruler who would look after 
the profits of the giant mining 
companies. 

To their horror, the radical 
nationalist leader Patrice 
Lumumba was elected as Congo’s 
prime minister. 

Belgium, the US, Britain and, 
crucially, the United Nations, 
came together to undermine 
Lumumba, have him removed 
from office, and then to murder 
him in 1961. 

The Great Powers and the UN 
brushed aside the wishes of 
Congo’s people, destroyed the 
country’s unity and set Joseph 
Mobutu up as a pro-Western tyrant. 

As Ludo De Witte writes, “It is a 
staggering example of what the 
Western ruling classes are 
capable of when their vital 
interests are threatened.” 


Adam Hochschild 

King Leopold’s Ghost 

Brilliant and harrowing account of 
the colonial period. 


Ludo De Witte 

The Assassination of Lumumba 
How imperialism snuffed out the 
challenge of Patrice Lumumba after 
independence. 


Michela Wrong 

In the Footsteps of Mr Kurtz 

A journalist’s account which reveals 
some of the horrors of the Mobutu 
government. 


Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja 

The Congo: From Leopold to 
Kabila, A People’s History 
Detailed history of the modern era. 


Ronan Bennett 

The Catastrophist 

A novel set in the Belgian Congo just 
before independence. 


Hard kicking 
from Murdoch 


FOOTBALL USED to be called “the people’s 
game”. Not any more. The professional game 
now mirrors Blair’s Britain, with a growing 
gap between the handful of rich clubs at the 
top of the Premiership and the also-rans in 
the Nationwide leagues. 

Clubs used to be owned by local business- 
men with big cheque books and even bigger 
egos. But now the top clubs are listed on the 
stock exchange and are controlled by the City 
of London institutions. 

The game has changed out of all recognition 
in the past ten years, since Rupert Murdoch's 
Sky television channel organised a coup with 
the Football Association that led to the break- 
away of the top clubs and the creation of the 
Premiership. 

The handful of the richest clubs—Manchester 
United and Arsenal in particular— have annual 
turnovers running into millions. 

Manchester United can afford to pay its play- 
ers vast salaries as a result of the enormous 
income the club earns from sales of merchan- 
dise, TV rights and, of course, the 60,000 fans 
who pack Old Trafford for home games. 

The one thing that hasn’t changed is that 
football is still followed by mainly working class 
supporters and played by men from working 
class backgrounds. 

But there’s now a yawning gap between fans 
and players. Peter Reid, the manager brought 
in to save Leeds United from relegation, had to 
remind his under-performing stars that they 
were all millionaires who owed their wealth to 
the fans and needed to make more effort on 
the pitch. 

Meanwhile, the fans dig deep from our 
modest incomes to pay inflated ticket prices. But 
even the high price of tickets may not help some 
clubs survive. 


Absurdly inflated salaries 

West Ham United, the club | have supported all 
my life, has been relegated from the Premier- 
ship. In a desperate attempt to keep in touch 
with the top clubs, the Hammers paid absurdly 
inflated salaries to attract and keep players 
such as Paolo Di Canio. 

It spent a fortune rebuilding and extending 
its East London ground. The club has accu- 
mulated debts of £45 million. It will lose an es- 
timated £15 million as a result of relegation. 

It can only stem the losses by selling its best 
players, which is a recipe for decline and floun- 
dering around in the lower reaches of the First 
Division. 

The smart new ground at Upton Park holds 
36,000, but how many will turn up on a wet 
Friday night when the opposition is Ipswich or 
Norwich, rather than the great London rivals 
from Arsenal, Chelsea and Tottenham? 

In common with several other once suc- 
cessful clubs, West Ham could easily slip into 
administration, which means it will be run by 
its banks instead of the shareholders. If the 
debts become unmanageable, the banks could 
pull the plug and the club would be declared 
bankrupt. 

In the long years that | have supported the 
Hammers, the club has been relegated sev- 
eral times. 

Before the Premiership, relegation was sad 
but not terminal. Gates remained high because 
the club kept its squad together and continued to 
play attractive football against other good teams. 

But now greed dominates. Murdoch’s aim 
was simple—to create a footballing elite 
whose matches would be watched by millions 
on television. 

With the collapse of ITV Digital, which of- 
fered television exposure and income for Na- 
tionwide clubs, the gap between rich and poor 
gets ever bigger. 

People’s game? Phooey. It’s Rupert Mur- 
doch’s rich man’s game. 

But mugs like me will go on stumping up 
for tickets to support the clubs we love and 
hope against hope that they will survive and 
perhaps even win a trophy. 

Roger Protz 
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Film To Kill a King explores the question of reform or 
revolution during the English Civil War 


WORLD TURNE 


O KILL a King is an interesting 

new film about the English Rev- 

olution in the mid 17th century. 
A revolt, led by parliament, broke out 
against the tyranny of Charles I’s 
regime in 1642. 

After years of civil war and attempts 
to compromise broke down, revolt 
became a full-blooded revolution. 

Charles I was executed in 1649 and 
England became a republic. 

To Kill a King focuses on the rela- 
tionship between Oliver Cromwell 
and Thomas Fairfax, two of the lead- 
ing figures in the anti-Royalist camp. 
It uses their differences to explore the 
question of revolution. 

By 1649 Cromwell had come to 
the conclusion that the only way for- 
ward was to have the king executed 
and no longer have someone standing 
above the rest of the nation purely by 
an accident of birth. 

Fairfax wants to ensure that the 
king’s powers are reduced, but that the 
monarch remains as the head of the 
nation. 

Cromwell and Fairfax are pushed 
into conflict over whether there should 
be reform or revolution. 

Dougray Scott is the dashing and 
charismatic Fairfax, the leader the 
masses adore. Tim Roth’s Cromwell, 
in contrast, is a puritan type, lacking 
in power. He is a tad shifty with a 
tyrannical streak. 

It is difficult to believe that 
anyone would follow him in a revolt 
that would lead to the execution of 
Charles I and the transformation of 
Britain. 

The major fault with Jo Kill a King 
is that it doesn’t quite get to grips with 
the dynamic of the revolution. 

The masses of people are shown as 
either cheerleaders for Cromwell and 
Fairfax or supporters of Charles I. 
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GEORGE W BUSH 
‘aka “Dubya” 
of the 


New from Bookmarks 

the socialist bookshop 

Phone 020 7637 1848 

go to www.bookmarks.uk.com 

or e-mail cards@bookmarks.uk.com 


Charles I’s execution was part of the transformation of the world 


The real reason that ordinary 
people took up arms against the king, 
in violation of all tradition was that 
society was fundamentally changing. 

The rising influence of merchants 
and traders was beginning to chal- 
lenge the power of the old feudal 
order, transforming all the old social 
relations and creating new ideas of 
equality. 

The English Revolution was a key 
stage in the replacement of feudalism 
with capitalism. 

Cromwell had built his army from 
“the middling sort” of better-off 
working farmers who were politically 
committed to challenging the power 
of the king. 

Their commitment and discipline 
was key in defeating the Royalist 
armies. 

After the victory, the rank and file 
of the army began to take more radi- 
cal positions. 

They elected “agitators” to express 
their views and radical groups like the 


FILM 


Levellers gained huge support within 
the army. 

Cromwell used the radicals within 
the army to carry through his revolu- 
tion. But then he tured upon them, 
crushing any opposition to the domi- 
nation of society by the wealthy class, 
whose interests he represented. 

The film will make you want to 
find out more about the background 
to the English Civil War. I would rec- 
ommend the following books: 

@The World Turned Upside Down by 
Christopher Hill looks at the radical 
groups that were born during the Eng- 
lish Civil War. 

@Roundhead Reputations by Blair 
Worden examines different views on 
the leading anti-Royalist figures, in- 
cluding Cromwell. 

@A People’s History of the World by 
Chris Harman has a sharp and short 
explanation of the English Revolution. 
@£nglishmen with Swords by Mon- 
tague Slater is a factually based novel 
which gives a good feeling of the 


Controlling the present 


Antwone Fisher 
Director: Denzel Washington 


Denzel Washington’s first film 
as a director is deeply touching. 
The true story of Antwone 
Fisher, who wrote the 
screenplay, is an inspirational 
tale about a young man 
attempting to gain control over 
his present and future by 
coming to terms with his past. 

Antwone, played by Derek 
Luke, is enlisted in the US navy 
and is prone to uncontrollable 
outbursts of anger. 

On the verge of being kicked 
out of the navy, he is sent to 


naval psychiatrist Jerome 
Davenport (Denzel 
Washington). 

Bornin prison to a convict 
mother who abandoned him, 
Antwone grew up with a foster 
family that abused him. 

Some of the most poignant 
moments in the film are these 
flashbacks, when Antwone 
begins to open up to 
Davenport. 

This is one man’s struggle 
against adversity. It is 
presented with sympathy, 
compassion and above all, 
hope. 

Viren Swami 


Pictures: Lawrie Sparham 


revolutionary turmoil. 
Matthew Cookson 

All of the books mentioned are 
available from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. 

Phone 020 7637 1848 or go to 
www.bookmarks.uk.com 


There’s some great films 
to get out from your 
video store this 
weekend. 


1 Bowling for Columbine 
Director: Michael Moore 
Oscar winner Michael Moore 
lambasts the US gun lobby and 
US imperialism in this funny, 
moving and thought-provoking 
film. 


The Quiet American 
Director: Philip Noyce 

Michael Caine stars ina 
brilliant new adaptation of 
Graham Greene’s anti- 
imperialist novel set in Vietnam 
in 1952. 


Rabbit Proof Fence 
Director: Philip Noyce 

Three Aborigine girls struggle 
against the Australian state’s 
racism in this heart-warming 
film. 


Laissez Passer 

Director: Bertrand Tavernier 
French director Tavernier’s film 
about the Nazi occupation of 
France, focusing on film- 
makers’ resistance. 


28 Days Later 

Director: Danny Boyle 
Apocalyptic vision of Britain in 
the aftermath of chemical 
weapons research that has gone 
wrong. 


Compiled by Yuri Prasad 
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IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BARNSLEY 

The grand strategy 

of the US Empire 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Barnsley Central Library, 
Shambles Rd. 

BEDFORD 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 

Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Landsdowne Rd. 

BIRKENHEAD 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Oxton Green Community Centre, 
Christchurch Rd. 

With M ark Krantz. 

BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH 
Road map or dead end: 

can Palestine be free? 

Wed 28 May, 7pm, 

Small Heath Youth and 
Community Centre, MuntzRd. 
BOURNEM OUTH 

If money and missiles can cross 
borders, why can’t people? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 
Bournemouth Community Centre 
forthe Arts, Haviland Rd. 
BRIGHTON 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Phoenix Community Centre, 
Phoenix Place (next to Free Butt). 
With Mark Thomas. 

BRISTOL EASTON 

The Project for the New 
American Century 

Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Maitreya, St Mark's Rd. 
With M ark Farmer. 

BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 

Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 

BURY 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, Arts and 
Crafts Centre, Broad St. 

With Richard Searle. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 
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REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


CAMBRIDGE 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 

Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

CB2 Cafe, Norfolk St. 

With Martin Smith. 
CANTERBURY 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made revolution? 
Thu5 Jun, 5.30pm, 

Pascucci’s Cafe, High St. 
CARDIFF 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Wed 28 May, 7pm, 

Glamorgan County Council Staff 
Club, Westgate St. 
CHESTERFIELD 

Is Britain a democracy? 
Wed 4 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Urban Education Centre, 
AssemblyHall, market place. 
With Karen Reissman. 
COLCHESTER 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Mon 26 May, 8pm, 

RAD Hall, Southway. 
COVENTRY 

Islam, resistance and 
revolution 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Central Methodist Hall, 

town centre. 

DARLINGTON 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Larchfield Centre, 

Larchfield St. 

DERBY 

Karl Marx: 

the first anti-capitalist? 

Thu 29 May, 7pm, 

Infusion Cafe, Uttoxeter Rd. 
DUDLEY 

The grand strategy of the US 
Empire 

Wed 28 May, 8pm, 

Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 

HARTLEPOOL 

What would 

socialism look like? 

Fri23 May, 7pm, 

Hartlepool Library, 

York Rd. 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Can Palestine be free? 

Thu5 Jun, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Church St. 
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Rank and file papers by and for trade unionists are increasingly popular. This picture 


shows Post Worker being read as CWU members campaigned in Newcastle as part of a 
national day of action (see page 15). Papers currently produced include Red Watch 
(firefighters), Health Worker (NHS), Across the Tracks (rail), Civil Unrest (civil 


servants), The Class Issue (teachers) and Natfhe Rank and File. 


Picture: Ray Smith 


HULL 

How do we stop the Nazis? 
Thu 22 May, 7pm, 

Avenues Community Centre. 
KETTERING 

Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Sedani, LowerSt. 

With Kevin Ovenden. 

LEEDS BEESTON 

How do we stop the BNP? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 
Tunstall Road Community Centre. 
LEEDS HAREHILLS 

How can we stop the BNP? 
Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Pakistani Community Centre. 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

s fascism still a threat 

in 2003? 

Thu 29 May, 6.30pm, 
DeliKatessen, 

Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 

f money and missiles can 
cross borders, why not people? 
Mon2 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Mozart, 

London Rd. 


» INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
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oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 


I Fill in this form and send it to e e je I 
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LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 
Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Collect Gallery, 

Lark Lane. 

With Mark O'Brien. 

LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE 
Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Magnet Cafe, 

Hardman St. 

With J oseph Choonara. 

LUTON 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Hightown Community Centre, 
Old Bedford Rd. 

MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Revolution and resistance 

in the Middle East 

Thu 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Chorlton Public Library. 
MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
Who benefits from 

Third World oppression? 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Sultan Cafe, 

Stockport Rd. 

MARGATE 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Help Centre, 

Hawley Square. 
MIDDLESBROUGH 

What would socialism 

look like? 

Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 

St Marys Community Centre. 
MILTON KEYNES 

Why revolution is the 

only solution 

Sat 24 May, 2.30pm, 

Meeting Rooms, 

402 North Row. 

NEWCASTLE GOSFORTH 
Palestine: 

is there a road map to peace? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 


NEWCASTLE HEATON 
Vietnam: 

when the US was humbled 
Wed 4] un, 7pm, 

Truick Road Community Centre. 
NEWCASTLE WEST 
What can we learn 

from Lenin and the 
Russian Revolution? 
Thu 29 May, 7pm, 
Lynwood Business Centre, 
Lynwood Rd. 

NORWICH 

Road map or dead end: 
can Palestine be free? 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Norwich Millennium Library. 
OXFORD CITY CENTRE 
Dario Fo and 
revolutionary theatre 
Sat24 May, 2pm, 

Mitre, High St. 

With Tom Behan. 
PRESTON FRENCHWOOD 
Palestine: road map 

to peace or dead end? 
Tue 3Jun, 7.30pm, 

Unity Centre, 

Shepherd St. 

ROCHESTER 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 22 May, 8pm, 

Eon Internet Cafe, High St. 
With Chris Bambery. 

ST ALBANS 

Palestine’s future: 

road map or dead end? 
Mon2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
upstairs, TrinityChurch 
(cnr Victoria St/ 
Beaconsfield Rd). 
SCUNTHORPE 

Road map or dead end: 
can Palestine be free? 
Mon 26 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Community Centre, 
Lindum St. 

SHEFFIELD SHARROW 
Fascism: 

what it is and how to fight it 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 


SOUTHAM PTON 

How the West 
underdeveloped Africa 

Thu 29 May, 8pm, 

Cook House, St Mary's St. 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 
Anti-capitalism: which way 
forward for the movement? 
Wed 4Jun, 7.30pm, 

Room 631, Sutton College, 
Lichfield Rd. 

WATFORD 

Palestine: 

road map or dead end? 
Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

New Trade Union Hall, Wickford Rd. 
YORK 

Why do people vote for 
fascists? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Priory Street Centre. 


ACTON 

Fascism: what is it 

and how do we fight it? 

Tue 27 May, 7.30pm, West 
London Trade Union Club, High St. 
CAMDEN & ISLINGTON 

The Project for the New 
American Century 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Marlina’s Cafe, 87 Camden High 
St (opp Argos). 

CLAPTON 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, Gulluoglu 
Bakery, Lower Clapton Rd. 
CROYDON 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 

DALSTON 

Anti-capitalism: 

does the movement need 
political parties? 

Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 

Halkevi Centre, 

Stoke Newington Rd. 

EALING 

Palestine: 

is there a road map to peace? 
Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Woodville Rd. 

ENFIELD 

What is fascism and 

how do we fight it? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Edmonton Road Leisure Centre, 
Plevna Rd. 

FINSBURY PARK 

The Project for the New 
American Century 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Gadz Cafe, Clifton Terrace. 
GREEN LANES 
Anti-capitalism, anti-war: 
what can we learn from Lenin? 
Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Delices duJ our 

(cnr Green Lanes/ Hewitt Rd). 
HAMMERSMITH 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 

Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Mocha, 

156 Shepherd's Bush Rd. 
HIGHBURY 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 


HOUNSLOW 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Hounslow Community Centre, 
Montague Rd. 

ILFORD 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 
KohiNoor, Ilford Lane. 

With Martin Smith. 

KENTISH TOWN 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Renoir, Kentish Town Rd. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? 

Tue 27 May, 7.30pm, 

Green Room, Paddington Arts 
Centre, Woodfield Rd. 

LONDON FIELDS 

Can we beat the 
multinationals? 

Thu 29 May, 7.30pm, 

Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. 
STREATHAM 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 21 May, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, SunnyHill Rd. 
TWICKENHAM 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 22 May, 8pm, 

ETNA Community Centre, 

13 Rosslyn Rd, 

East Twickenham. 

VICTORIA 

The media: 

weapons of mass deception— 
do they control our minds? 
Tue 27 May, 6.30pm, 

King's Head, 

Buckingham Palace Rd. 
VICTORIA PARK 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Mon2 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Mojo's Restaurant, 

Lauriston Rd. 

WILLESDEN 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 

Thu 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Grafenola. 

With J ulie Waterson. 


BRUNEL UNIVERSITY 

Fascism: what is it and how do 
we fight it? 

Tue 27 May, 6pm, 

LC015, Lecture Centre. 

With Martin Smith. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
Divide and rule: 

why refugees are not to blame 
Thu 22 May, 8pm, 

MunbyRoom, King's College. 
NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
What is the role of the police? 
Sat 24 May, 3.30pm, 

Portland Buildings. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Thu 22 May, 7pm, 

Level 4, Student Union. 

YORK UNIVERSITY 

Revolution in the 21st century: 
is it possible or necessary? 


Employees’ Club, Highfields Library, Thu 29 May, 6.30pm, Thu 22 May, 7pm, 
Jesmond Rd London Rd. Stingray Cafe, Highbury Grove. Derwent Terrace Room. 
(nr Robinson Library). With] ohn Ross. With Charlie Kimber. With J oseph Choonara. 
a Ce iiss cor 7766 161 

07753 697 743 07766 161 595 
Anti Nazi League Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
020 7924 0333 Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 
020 70532071 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07855 023 739 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 
020 7053 2153/4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

020 7791 3138 07711 718 519 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 

020 7987 9989 07984 674 582 07931 725 633 07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07815 775 819 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
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These postal workers, dressed in mail sacks, are just some of the millions who have demonstrated against the government 


Pension fight 


rattles Tories 


HE BATTLE to defend work- 

ers’ pension rights in France 

is at acritical stage this week. 

The Tory government has 
been rattled by last week’s strikes 
and demonstrations. Up to two mil- 
lion workers joined marches across 
the country and many more walked 
out of work. 

Many unions called a new day of 
strikes and protests on Monday. 

Teachers struck in huge numbers 
across the country, and many have 
been on all-out strike for weeks now. 

They are fighting both the pen- 
sion plans and wider government at- 
tacks on education. 

Council workers, civil servants, 
transport workers and others also 
struck on Monday. 

In all around half a million strik- 
ing public sector workers joined 
demonstrations in over 70 towns on 
Monday. 

A national demonstration is set 
for Paris this Sunday. Union leaders 
expect it to be massive—with public 


GERMANY 


and private sector workers marching 
together. 

Prime minister Jean-Pierre Raf- 
farin is determined to press ahead 
with plans to force workers to work 
longer and pay higher contributions, 
yet get lower pensions. 

But the strikes, the biggest since 
the 1995 revolt which broke a previ- 
ous assault on welfare by a Tory gov- 
emment, have pushed the government 
to hold talks with union leaders. 


Opposition from within 

The government’s strategy was to 
offer minor concessions in the hope 
of splitting the opposition. 

It succeeded, up to a point. 

The important CFDT union fed- 
eration accepted government pro- 
posals which offered some changes 
to the pension plans, but left the 
main thrust intact. 

But its leaders faced opposition 
within their own ranks. 

The significant rail workers’ sec- 
tion of the CFDT bitterly denounced 


the federation’s national leaders and 
said they would back further protest 
action. 

France’s other big union federa- 
tions walked out of talks with the 
government, denounced the deal and 
pledged more mass protests. 

The powerful CGT and FO na- 
tional union federations, as well as 
the main teachers’ unions, backed 
Monday’s protests and called for 
Sunday’s demonstration in Paris. 

Many workers have also been 
taking action to keep up the momen- 
tum of the fight, often in a tussle with 
their own national union leaders. 

Significant groups of workers 
stayed out after the national strike on 
Tuesday of last week. Some had sup- 
port from union leaders, while others 
struck in opposition to them. 

Tens of thousands of teachers re- 
mained out on strike at the start of this 
week. Many teachers, along with 
school students, staged local marches. 

Council workers in some cities 
also stayed out for several more days 


after the national stoppage. 

And in some areas, such as in 
Paris, tube, bus and rail workers did 
the same. 

Leaders of the CGT union feder- 
ation, which had been the biggest 
force on the demonstration in Paris 
last Tuesday, was trying with some 
success to rein in such stoppages. 

But its leaders were forced to sanc- 
tion the day of action this Monday, 
while putting their main energies into 
Sunday’s planned national demo. 

They and other key union leaders 
have also had to promise more 
strikes from early June if the gov- 
ernment does not retreat. 

There is no doubt of the mood 
and potential among workers for the 
kind of sustained and militant strikes 
and protests that could, as in 1995, 
defeat the government. 

The key battle in the coming 
days will be between those within 
the unions who want to build on 
that mood and those who want to 
contain it. 


Picture: Sion Touhig 


Strikes and protests add to turmoil 


DEMONSTRATIONS took 
place in Germany on 
Saturday against 
government plans to cut 
unemployment and 
other welfare benefits. 

The government 
wants to make it easier 
for bosses to sack 
workers. 

Over 10,000 marched 
in Berlin. The protests 
came as strikes in key 
sectors hotted up over a 


demand to cut working 
hours. 

The welfare cuts are 
part of an assault by the 
Social Democrat 
(Labour) government. 

Germany officially slid 
into recession last week, 
with unemployment 
already at over 4.5 
million. 

The assault on 
benefits and employment 
rights by German 


chancellor Gerhard 
Schroder is causing 
huge political turmoil. 

It has caused deep 
rifts with the trade union 
base of his Social 
Democrat Party. 

Last week some 6,000 
workers in the powerful 
IG Metall union at key 
engineering firms, 
including Volkswagen, 
staged brief warning 
strikes (a traditional form 


of protest in Germany) 
over the demand for a 
cut in working hours. 
The strikes are in 
areas which used to be 
East Germany. 
Workers in 
engineering there get 
the same wage rates as 
those in former West 
Germany, but the 
eastern workers do a 
longer 38-hour week. 
Union leaders were to 


meet this week to decide 
on possible moves 
towards an all-out strike. 


THERE WERE more 
massive strikes and 
demonstrations in 
Austria last week 
against the right wing 
government’s assault on 
pension rights. 

Last week saw the 
biggest national strike in 
Austria since 1945. 
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ROUND UP 


BELGIUM 


BELGIUM’S general 
election saw a terrifying 
surge in support for the far 
right Vlaams Blok 
(Flemish Block). 

The party is overtly 
racist and pushes savagely 
anti-immigrant rhetoric 
and policies. 

It got 19 percent of 
votes in Flanders, the 
northern Flemish- 
speaking part of Belgium. 
This was an increase from 
the 15.4 percent it got in 
the last election. 

The Vlaams Blok gets 
around 30 percent of votes 
in Antwerp, the key city in 
Flanders. The Vlaams 
Blok is viciously racist 
against Belgians of 
immigrant origin, 
especially those with a 
Muslim background. 

It also wants to break 
Flanders away from the 
southern French-speaking 
part of Belgium, called 
Wallonia. 

Historically the 
Belgian state, only created 
in the 19th century, was 
dominated by the richer 
French south. 

In recent decades that 
has been reversed 
economically, with the 
decline of the coal and 
steel industries of 
Wallonia. 

The Vlaams Blok 
whips up resentment at the 
“subsidies” they say 


SOUTH KOREA 


Why support for the 
farnght has grown 


Flanders now gives to the 
French south. 

The whole of Belgian 
politics is riven by this 
linguistic divide, with 
every main political party 
having separate French 
and Flemish organisations. 

The election results 
will see a continuation of 
the governing coalition 
dominated by the free 
market Liberals and the 
Labour-like Socialists. 

But they have 
delivered little for most 
Belgians, and have 
presided over rising 
unemployment. 

The Greens were part 
of the last governing 
coalition. Their vote 
slumped last weekend as 
they have lost their ability 
to pose as a radical 
alternative to the main 
parties. 

Young Belgians of 
Arab and Muslim 
background have formed 
their own political 
movement, Resist. There is 
a lively multicultural and 
radical political culture 
among young people in 
cities like Antwerp. 

If political movements 
drawing on this can 
connect with the bitterness 
Belgian workers feel at the 
mainstream parties, they 
can offer a real alternative 
and begin to challenge the 
Vlaams Blok. 


SOUTH KOREAN truck 
drivers have won a major 
victory after striking, and 
defying the army and a 
government declaration 
that the strike was illegal. 

Some 5,000 truck 
drivers at the key port of 
Pusan demanded higher 
pay, reduced taxes and 
lower road tolls. 

They walked out and 
effectively shut down what 
is the third busiest port in 
the world, and the key port 
for Korean exports. 

Truck drivers also 
struck and shut down the 
smaller port of 
Kwangyang. 

The government 
responded by declaring the 
strike illegal, sending in 
troops and issuing arrest 


Truck drivers win a 
major victory 


orders for the strike leaders. 

But the workers stood 
firm, and the government 
quickly buckled after a 
week-long stoppage which 
halted most exports. 

It has bowed to most of 
the truckers’ union’s 
demands. 

The workers’ victory 
may embolden others to 
take action. That is 
certainly the fear of 
business commentators. 

“This will further 
increase the bargaining 
power of labour unions,” 
worried Lim Ji-wom of 
the JP Morgan bank. 

“Labour tensions could 
make for a hot summer in 
South Korea,” agreed Tom 
Condon of ING Barings 
investment bank. 


INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIALISM 98 


The anti-capitalist 
movement and the war SUTERNATIONAL 
Sam Ashman ay 


Crisis, revolt and the left 
in Argentina and Brazil 
Mike Gonzalez, Robert Saenz 
and Isidoro Cruz Bernal 


Available from Socialist 
Worker sellers, price £3 
Or for £3.50 from ISJ, PO 
Box 82, London E3 3LH 
Phone 020 7531 9810 
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Recognisin 
will G fight 


MICUS MEMBERS at the 
ujitsu Services site at West 
orton, Manchester, voted by 
wo to one in an indicative 
allot for action up to and in- 
luding striking in support of 
heir pay claim. 

Meanwhile the company 
as launched an attack on 
nion recognition. 

West Gorton is the only Fu- 
itsu. Services site where 
micus is recognised, but 
embership has been growing 
hroughout the company in 
ecent years. 

AMICUS MEMBER 


The left get 
organised 


T A packed meeting in Pres- 
on last weekend the left in the 
micus union selected their 
andidates to contest the up- 
oming national executive 
ommittee elections. 
Following Derek Simpson’s 
ictory in the general secre- 
ary’s election last year, the left 
as agreed candidates to contest 
11 48 seats on the executive. 
The candidates come from a 
ide range of political back- 
rounds, and are uniting to em- 
hasise rank and file democracy 
nd an end to sweetheart deals. 
PETE GILLARD 


Campaign grows 
against SATs 


LDHAM MEMBERS of the 
ational Union of Teachers 
NUT) started our campaign to 
et rid of the hated SATs tests. 
e leafleted in the town centre 
n Saturday. 
The local press came down 
nd despite the terrible weather 
e got strong support from 
arents and pupils, with over 
20 signing our petitions. 
MAC ANDRASSY, NUT 
committee (personal 
capacity) 


Press lies fail to 
stop meeting 


EORGE GALLOWAY ad- 
ressed around 170 people at a 
top the War Coalition meet- 
ng in Oxford on Friday 16 

ay. 
The turnout was especially 
mpressive, as both the local 
xford paper and the student 
nion paper claimed the meet- 
ng was cancelled. 

Christine Shawcroft from 
abour’s National Executive 
ommittee also addressed the 
eeting. 


Talking about 
an occupation 


BOUT 100 people packed 
ut a meeting room at King’s 
ollege in Cambridge last 
uesday for a Stop the War 
oalition meeting. 

Speaker Hani Lasin, of the 
raqi Democrats Against Oc- 
upation, told the meeting, 
The Iraqis need people like 
ou to end the occupation and 
estore order.” 

John Rose, author of /srael: 
he Hijack State, spoke pas- 
ionately about the plight of 
he Palestinians. 

A lively debate followed. 

DEBBIE DAVIES 


‘Off your 
trolley’ protest 


COTTISH ANTI-WAR ac- 
ivists persuaded shoppers to 
ump Israeli goods in support of 
he Palestinian cause at a protest 
n Inverness last Saturday. 
The Coalition for Justice not 
ar handed out information 
eaflets outside the main shop- 
ing centre telling people 
hich goods to boycott in the 
Off your trolley” protest. 


Journalists 


More joining 
all-out stnke 


ACTION OVER low pay by 
journalists working for US 
media giant owned News- 
quest is hotting up as more 
vote in favour of industrial 
action. 

Sixty journalists from News- 
quest Lancashire are in their 
fifth week of an indefinite strike 
and are set to be joined by 48 of 
their Bradford colleagues on 
Monday. 

Further south, 22 Newsquest 
journalists on the News Shop- 
per titles covering south 
London and north Kent were 
due to take industrial action on 
Friday. 

The strikes were sparked by 
Newsquest’s below-inflation 
pay offer of 2 percent, despite 
the company’s huge profits. 

A journalist at the News- 


BBC 


NUJ MEMBERS at the BBC 
boycotted director general 
Greg Dyke’s “Big Conversa- 
tion” last week. 

BBC bosses promoted the 
event as a launch for Dyke’s 
new set of “corporate values’’. 

Union officials said the 
boycott was solid despite 


quest Lancashire group said, 
“The 2 percent offer is laugh- 
able, especially considering the 
amount of money the company 
makes. 

“They are not even offering 
rises level with inflation—it is 
incredible. 


Action 


“The more people in 
Newsquest who take action, 
the more likely we all are to 
win a deal. We are all for the 
News Shopper taking action— 
we now have a three-pronged 
attack.” 

Newsquest’s US parent 
company, Gannet, announced 
worldwide profits of $1.1 bil- 
lion for 2002. 

Pre-tax profits for Newsquest 


management’s efforts to 
force people to take part in 
Dyke’s launch. 

Union members are cam- 
paigning for the reinstate- 
ment of Arabic Service 
producers Adli Hawwari and 
Abdul-Hadi Jiad, who were 
dismissed in February. 


Lancashire, where the Bolton 
and Bury titles are based, were 
£5.3million—almost £15,000 
profit per day. 

But a graduate trainee jour- 
nalist at the Bury Times and 
Bolton Evening News starts on 
less than £11,000. 

Graduate journalists on the 
award-winning News Shopper 
titles start on around £12,000 
despite the crippling living 
costs of London. 

Bosses at Bury and Bolton 
have been holding out by writ- 
ing the newspapers themselves. 

But a journalist at News- 
quest Lancashire said that his 
local newsagent noticed the 
quality of paper had deterio- 
rated—one customer even 
brought the paper back. 

KATE COYNE 


At Bush House, in 
London, NUJ activists and 
other trade unionists joined 
BBC staff for a lunchtime 
rally of about 50 people. 

Industrial action, includ- 
ing an overtime ban, is 
continuing. 

BBC WORKER 


Anti Nazi League 


DEMONSTRATORS protested 
against Nazi BNP councillors 
in Burnley on Thursday of last 
week. 

Around 80 Anti Nazi League 
members picketed Burnley 
council’s first meeting since 
eight BNP members were 
elected. 

The Nazis turned up in two 
chauffeur-driven limousines to 
celebrate their election win. 

Protestors ran at the coun- 
cillors and chucked eggs and 
flour at them. 

Local activist Jess Edwards 
said, “It was brilliant. There 
was a real mix of people 
protesting—young and old, 
black and white and trade 
unionists. 

“People felt like they had 
ruined the BNP’s first council 
meeting. 

“If we hadn’t done it they 
would have been strutting 
around on the steps lording it 
over everyone.” 

The BNP Nazis held placards 
saying “Defend free speech” 
and “Defend our democracy”. 

But the BNP’s supporters 
openly stood with members 
from the far right terrorist group 
Combat 18. 

An ANL spokesperson said, 
“It is outrageous that the BNP 


People united to protest against the BNP 


councillors are being treated 
by fellow councillors as legiti- 
mate politicians. 

“The protest sent out a mes- 
sage to the BNP saying you 
are not respected politicians. 


“Press coverage was really 
positive about the event. 

“The next day it was our 
protest that was in the papers, 
and on the TV and radio, rather 
than the BNP.” 


Civil servants 


SECTION ELECTIONS in 
the PCS civil servants’ union 
have resulted in important 
gains for the left. 

The right wing lost control 
of the key inland revenue 
group and were almost 
wiped out in the Department 
of Work and Pensions. 

Supporters of the mis- 
named “moderate” group- 
ing that attempted a coup 
against left wing general sec- 
retary Mark Serwotka last 
year have lost most of the 
national positions they held. 

As delegates gather for the 
union’s group conference in 


Scarborough this week they 
will be looking forward to re- 
peating this result in elec- 
tions for the union’s national 
executive committee. 

These elections begin in 
two weeks and a campaign of 
mass leafleting civil service 
workplaces will make sure 
that nothing is left to chance. 
MARTIN JOHN, PCS 
secretary, Department of 
Work and Pensions 
headquarters, Sheffield 
HiMeeting for all Socialist 
Worker readers, 8pm, 
Wednesday 21 May, Crown 
Hotel, Esplanade. 


LICIVIL SERVANTS in the 
PCS union may take strike 
action later this week in 
Liverpool. 

Workers at the Home Office 
in Bootle are fed up with man- 
agers’ neglect in sorting out 
computer problems and rising 
temperatures in the offices. 

One worker said, “We’ ve 
put up with this nonsense for 
far too long. If we strike I hope 
certain people get the message 
and act.” 

Any strike could cause seri- 
ous problems for the Home 
Office. 

PAUL SILLETT 


Picture: Guy Smallman 


Nursery nurses 


On the march in Kirklees last week 


SOME 140 nursery nurses in 
Kirklees completed five days 
strike action last Friday. 

The strikers, who are mem- 
bers of the Unison union, had 
already taken four days of 
action as part of their cam- 
paign to win a regrading. 

The action is having a big 
effect. 

On the last day of the week- 
long strike management made 
anew offer which was to be put 
to a mass meeting of nursery 
nurses on Tuesday. 

Nursery nurses kept up an 
amazing level of activity during 
their strike. 

A mass meeting in the 
middle of the strike saw over 
100 of the strikers attend. 

The strikers used the oppor- 


tunity to visit other council 
workplaces not just to raise 
money but to build for a special 
general meeting of the Unison 
branch. 

Jill Hinchliffe, a nursery 
nurse shop steward, said, 
“There is no doubt that the 
combination of our magnificent 
strike with so many people 
being active for the first time 
and the threat of action by the 
whole branch has forced them 
to make an offer.” 

Another striking nursery 
nurse said, “We were all a little 
nervous when we first started 
the five-day strike but it has 
turned out to be one of the best 
things | have ever done. 

“The mood of the mass 
meeting on Wednesday was 


Picture: Malcolm Povey 


determination to keep the 
action going. 

“It was a real boost to hear 
that nursery nurses in Scotland 
have voted to take strike action 
over pay.” 

The strikers have continued 
to receive support from par- 
ents, fellow unison members 
and the public. 

Please send messages oi 
support and donations to 
Kirklees Unison, 20 Queen 
St, Huddersfield HD1 2SP or 
fax 01484 450 174. 

ROGER GRIGG 


[JINURSERY NURSES em- 
ployed by Tower Hamlets 
council in east London have 
voted by over 90 percent for 
action on a regrading claim. 


Defend council housing 


COUNCIL TENANTS and 
trade unionists face major bat- 
tles in the coming months as 
the government presses ahead 
with its plans to privatise coun- 
cil homes. 

Some 125,000 council 
homes are targeted in the 
coming year in 17 major coun- 
cils for straightforward trans- 
fer to housing associations, 
dubbed Large Scale Voluntary 
Transfers, from Manchester 
and Hartlepool to Lambeth 
and Islington. 

Many more face being 
handed to what the government 
calls Arms Length Manage- 
ment Organisations (ALMOs). 

Under these the running of 
housing is hived off from 
council control to specially 
created companies. 

The reality is that these 
ALMOs would then be ripe for 
full-scale privatisation—just as 
with municipal bus companies 
under the Tories in the 1980s. 

Key battles over ALMOs are 
set in major councils such as 
Newcastle, Sheffield, Notting- 
ham, and Camden in London. 

The government is desper- 
ate to head off tenants’ calls 
for direct investment in coun- 
cil housing, with no strings 
attached. 

It has been rattled by ten- 
ants’ opposition. And 115 MPs 
signed a Commons motion— 
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Friday 23 May 
@ Picket Bechtel 
conference, 7.30am 
onwards, Novotel, 1 
Shortlands, Hammersmith 
(nearest 6 Hammersmith). 
For more details go to 
www.stopwar.org.uk 


Saturday 31 May 
@Stop privatisation—the 
case for council housing. 


nearly as many as rebelled over 
“foundation” hospitals. 

A report by the official Dis- 
trict Auditor has found that 
Somer Housing Group, who 
took over Bath and North East 
Somerset Council’s housing, 
had acted unlawfully because 
their pro-transfer publicity was 
“unbalanced, one-sided and 
misleading”. 

Somer’s chief executive 
replied in the Inside Housing 
magazine this week saying, 
“Given what I have seen in 
other councils up and down the 
country the same would most 
certainly have to be said of 
them.” 

That is certainly the case in 
Camden, in London, where the 
Labour council is pushing 
ahead with a plan to set up an 
ALMO to take over its housing. 

The council has bypassed 
full consultation with tenants 
by setting up a small selected 
“reference group”. 

But it is not getting every- 
thing its own way. Last week a 
meeting of the District Man- 
agement Committee, a body of 
tenants’ reps from across the 
borough, voted not to support 
the plan and to demand the 
right of reply to the council’s 
propaganda. 

The council is committed to 
holding a ballot on its plans in 
December—though in some 


Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 11am- 
4.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Liverpool. Phone 
07951 156 881. 


Sunday 1 June 

@Mass demo at G8 summit 
in Evian, France, as part of 
a week of protests and 
counter-conferences from 
Wednesday 28 May to 
Tuesday 3 June. 


Sunday 8 June 

@ Jeremy Hardy Versus the 
Israeli Army, film showing 
and question and answer 
session, 8pm, Bloomsbury 
Theatre, 15 Gordon 

Street, London. For tickets 


areas councils may move to set 
up ALMOs without a ballot. 

Defend Council Housing in 
Camden is not waiting until 
the ballot is upon us. Instead 
we are going out onto the es- 
tates as quickly as possible, 
putting the arguments and pro- 
ducing leaflets and a broad- 
sheet carrying the arguments. 

We are saying to tenants 
that if the money is there for 
ALMOs, why not for direct 
investment—unless the gov- 
ernment has a privatisation 
agenda? 

Everywhere tenants face the 
threat of stock transfer, ALMOs 
or various Private Finance Ini- 
tiative schemes tenants and 
trade unionists should be doing 
the same in what will be a cru- 
cial few months in the battle to 
defend council housing. 

ALAN WALTER, Camden 
Defend Council Housing 
Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 
Saturday 31 May, Friends 
House, Paradise Street, 
Liverpool city centre, 
registration 10.30am, start 
11am. Tenants £5, trade 
unionists £12.50—but no 
one will be turned away if 
they can’t afford this. 
HiMore details from Mark, 
phone 07951 156 881 or 
e-mail info@defendcouncil 
housing.org.uk 


phone 020 7388 8822. 


Saturday 21 June 
@Stop the War Coalition 
conference. 


Saturday 28 June 

@Stop the SATs. 
Conference for all parents, 
governors and teachers, 
11.30am-3.30pm, South 
Camden Community 
School, Charrington Street, 
London. 


Friday 4-Friday 11 July 
@Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of 
debates, forums and 
meetings organised by the 
Socialist Workers Party. 
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Health workers 


Scunthorpe throws 


ut low p 


AROUND 350 low paid health 
workers in the North Lin- 
colnshire NHS trust have re- 
jected a pay offer from their 
private employer, Carillion. 

Domestic, catering and por- 
ering staff have walked out on 
trike on two different occa- 
ions in support of their £5.02 
n hour pay claim. 

The workers, at hospitals in 
cunthorpe, Grimsby and 

oole, endure terrible pay and 
onditions. Many don’t get 
ick pay or a work pension. 

The strikers’ determination 
orced Carillion to increase 

heir pay deal. Bosses offered 
ick pay and an increase in 
verall pay, but their offer left 

any workers on below £5 an 
our for two years and some 

or longer. 

The strikers rejected the 
eal by four to one. They are 
ow planning to step up their 
ampaign with a five-day 
trike, beginning on 28 May. 

The workers are in the 
nison union. Jim Bell, 
nison regional officer, said, 
They are determined to take 
urther action until they are 
iven the fair and just treat- 
ent which their dedication to 

he public service they provide 
erits.” 

“Remember Carillion is a 
ompany which announced 
rofits of more than £50 mil- 
ion last year and paid one di- 
ector a bonus on top of his 

age of £140,000,” he said. 

“Of course, they can afford 


Agenda for Change 


EALTH WORKERS in the 
micus-MSF union voted yes 
n their recent ballot on the 
overnment’s Agenda for 
hange pay package. 
Members voted 78.9 per- 
ent in favour of the package. 
Union leaders were so wor- 
ied about opposition to the 
eal that, like the leaders of the 
iggest health union Unison, 


Postal workers 


OSTAL WORKERS in 
ondon are continuing their 
ay campaign although the 
rospect of unofficial action is 
nlikely in the short term. 

London branch secretaries 
nd reps met the CWU union’s 
eneral secretary, Billy Hayes, 

ast week. 

Armed with a 99 percent 
ote for action in an unofficial 
allot, they demanded that 
illy Hayes start action to win 
£4,000 London weighting. 

Billy Hayes said he sup- 
orted the claim but could not 
ay precisely what would 
appen if such a claim was re- 

ected. But he did not rule out 
ndustrial action. 

The London branch sec- 
etaries voted to give Billy 
ayes until CWU confer- 
nce, at the start of June, to 

ake the matter further. 

It is a big step forward for 

ank and file pressure to force 
illy Hayes to take up the 
ssue. Yet there is a danger the 
omentum of the campaign 
ill be lost ifno action is taken 
n the near future. 
The London division is going 
o present the ballot result to the 
ffices of Royal Mail, Allan 
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to pay hardworking frontline 
staff a decent hourly rate on 
which they can live.” 

The determination of these 
low paid NHS workers can 
only increase the confidence 
of others around the country 
and give a big boost to strik- 
ing health workers in east 
London. 


DOMESTIC, portering 
and catering staff at hospi- 
tals across east London are 
set to strike on Wednesday 
and Thursday next week. 


they announced there would 
be two ballots. 

Amicus leaders claimed this 
vote was only to allow “early 
implementer” sites to go 
ahead. 

But it is clear the govern- 
ment wants to ram through 
Agenda for Change as part of 
its “modernisation” of the 
NHS. 


Leighton (the Post Office’s top 
boss) and the Department for 
Trade and Industry. 

It is also very important to 
put out leaflets to the rest of 
Britain’s postal workers ex- 
plaining the case for improved 
London weighting. 

The election result for 
CWU deputy general secre- 
tary was due this week. The 
campaign has seen the union 
split on regional lines. 

The responsibility for this 
lies with those supporters of 
John Keggie who whipped up 
division in an effort to get 
votes for their man. 

But there are also some that 
resorted to their own, much 
milder, version of regionalism 
in response. 

Postal workers need united 
campaigns against the real 
enemy, the bosses and the 
government. 

The CWU held a “National 
Day for Post Offices” on 
Monday which highlighted 
that people can still go to post 
offices to collect their benefits 
and pensions. This is despite 
the fact that the government 
have started to make payments 
directly into bank accounts. 
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Hundreds of workers will 
take strike action at Homer- 
ton, Whipps Cross, Mile End 
and St Clements hospitals 
for a living wage, equal treat- 
ment and dignity. 

The workers affected earn 
as little as £4.43 an hour. 

Since the hospital trusts 
started contracting these 
services out to private com- 
panies (currently ISS 
Mediclean at Homerton and 
Whipps Cross, Compass 
Medirest at Mile End and St 
Clements), incoming staff 
have been treated as second 
class citizens. 

They get lower wages and 
lower overtime rates than 


NHS workers and no sick pay. 

They also get less annual 
leave, no pension and none of 
the benefits Unison negoti- 
ated for NHS staff. 

These crucial hospital 
staff are forced to work over- 
time at the hospital or have 
second jobs after their 39- 
hour week. 

Overwhelmingly, they 
are women and immigrant 
workers. 

In July 2002 Unison lodged 
an official claim with the con- 
tractors for £5.53 an hour for 
all, with sick pay and other 
benefits. It is a very modest 
claim, yet these private com- 
panies have refused it. 


London weighting 


Refuse workers, TGWU union 


eae 


members working for private 


contractor Cleanway in east London’s Tower Hamlets 

council, also struck this week over their demand for £4,000 
London weighting. Their employer tried to undermine action 
by using scabs supplied by the Team Support, Que and Plan 
Personnel agencies, but over 100 pickets were determined 


to win the fight for decent pay 


AROUND 1,000 workers em- 
ployed by local councils in 
London were striking for three 
days this week from Tuesday 
to Thursday. 

The action is part of council 
staff's ongoing fight to win an in- 
crease on the London weight- 
ing allowance—the money they 
get for working in the capital. 

This week’s action involves 
the same groups of workers 
that took action a fortnight ago, 
and is concentrated among 
low paid staff in schools. 

Council workers are de- 
manding a modest increase in 
London weighting to £4,000— 
still less than the £6,000 the 
police get. 

Many workers want the 
action to be linked to other 
groups fighting over the same 


issue in London such as teach- 
ers, postal workers, university 
staff and firefighters. 

The regional council of 
Unison has agreed to extend 
and expand the dispute, and 
more action is already planned 
to start on 9 June. 

It has also agreed to push 
for united and coordinated 
action with other public sector 
workers. 

Rahul Patel, assistant branch 
secretary of Westminster Uni- 
son and a member of the re- 
gional council, said, “As well as 
our own action, people know 
that in order to quickly win this 
dispute the most effective step 
would be to link up with other 
groups already involved in fight- 
ing over the same issue and 
build unity.” 


Health workers at Mile End Hospital in East London hold a protest as part of their fight fora living wage Picture: John McLoughlin 
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ISS Mediclean increased 
their profits massively last 
year and their top directors 
earn 50 times what they pay 
our staff. 

We ask for support from 
other Unison branches and 
everyone who wants to see a 
revolt over low pay and 
privatisation. 

DIANA SWINGLER, Unison 
branch chair, Homerton 
University Hospital 

Send messages of support 
and donations to Jim Fagan, 
Unison Branch Secretary, 
Unison Office, Mile End 
Hospital, Bancroft Road, 
London E1 4DG. E-mail 
Jim.Fagan@thpct.nhs.uk 


Firefighters 


Battle at critica 


“WE’ VE NOW got to go out 
and win a resounding vote 
against this deal on the sta- 
tions, and then at the recalled 
conference.” 

With those words Paul 
Embury from the Fire Bri- 
gades Union (FBU)at Isling- 
ton station, north London, 
summed up the feeling of 
many hundreds of activists in 
the union. 

The FBU is now at the 
most critical stage of its long- 
running pay campaign. 

Twelve months ago the 
FBU conference voted to 
campaign for £30,000 for a 
firefighter, parity for control 
room operators and retained 
(part time) firefighters, and a 
new pay formula. 

That was followed by a 
series of mass demonstra- 
tions over the summer and a 
nine to one strike vote. 

Now the union’s leader- 
ship is asking FBU members 
to accept an awful offer on 
pay which also opens the 
door to cuts. 

“If we are forced into ac- 
cepting this,” says Dick 
Duane from the FBU in 
Essex and the Red Watch 
rank and file paper, “it will be 
a serious defeat. 

“Our general secretary, 
Andy Gilchrist, and the 
majority of the executive 
say if the members reject 
this, as we did with the 
employers’ last final offer, 
then Prescott will impose 
something worse. 

“Prescott’s threat is de- 
signed to intimidate. Our 
union leadership should face 
down the intimidation, not 
cave in to it. 

“Whenever we have 
struck, we have been solid. 
We have got public support 
and have thrown the pressure 
back on the government and 
the employers. 

“But we called off far 
more strikes than we carried 
through. When we did that 


stage 


the campaign lost momen- 
tum. This is not a failure of 
striking. This is a failure of 
not striking. 

“And we have this one last 
chance to turn it around by re- 
jecting this deal. 

“The problem is that no 
one on the ground believes 
the union’s national leader- 
ship has any will to fight on, 
and everyone on the ground 
knows it. 

“Our campaign has been 
demobilised at key points. 
Strikes were called off before 
Christmas. Strikes which 
would have coincided with 
the two million strong anti- 
war march in February were 
called off. 


Thrown 


“The solidarity shown at 
the beginning, particularly by 
tube workers, was thrown 
away. We were told there 
were back door channels to 
Prescott, then Prescott kicked 
us harder and harder. 

“There is some demorali- 
sation at the rank and file. 
We’ ve got to throw every- 
thing we can at turning it 
around. 

“Tf this deal goes through 
it will be a testament to the 
mistakes and compromises 
our leadership have made.” 

Whatever the form of 
words in the deal, local em- 
ployers and chief officers 
have already begun an offen- 
sive in some areas. 

“There are going to be 
local battles,” says Matt Lee 
from the FBU in Derbyshire. 

“The strength of opposi- 
tion in Derbyshire to what the 
leadership has done is based 
on the passion and commit- 
ment of the rank and file. 

“We need to build on that 
locally, and link it up with 
other regions and brigades. 

“That network is going to 
be needed, just as it was 
needed during this dispute.” 


TSSA 


THE STRENGTHS and weak- 
nesses of the Transport Salaried 
Staff Associations (TSSA) were 
highlighted at this year’s annual 
conference. 

TSSA has historically relied 
on the militancy of the RMT to 
win pay claims in the past. 

But with privatisation of 
the rail, militancy has been 
thrust upon TSSA and signif- 
icant industrial action has 
been supported. 

Campaigns have won back 
union recognition at Network 
Rail and Silverlink along with 
several other union recognition 
agreements won in companies 
not previously unionised. 

Despite general secretary 
Richard Rosser being a Blair 
loyalist, there was zero support 
for the war—not even from 


Rosser himself. 

The executive committee 
restated its support for the Stop 
the War Coalition while presi- 
dent David Porter and many 
other TSSA members marched 
under the union’s banners on 
15 February. 

Motions condemning the 
war went through unop- 
posed as did motions calling 
for solidarity with the Pales- 
tinians and an end to the oc- 
cupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Delegates were determined 
to give Labour a bloody nose. 
Nineteen motions, rule alter- 
ations and amendments were 
discussed which Rosser or one 
of his senior management team 
attacked as attempts to disaf- 
filiate from the Labour Party. 


One motion would have al- 
lowed the democratisation of 
the political fund. It won about 
50 percent of the vote. 

The frustration of Labour 
Party members was typified by 
Steve Wiltshire who said, “I do 
not want to return in another 
year and have to tear up my 
party card from this rostrum.” 

Peter Woods added, “How 
can we continue to give our 
money to MPs who then go 
and vote for war in Iraq?” 

While Rosser stopped a 
defeat for New Labour and 
won one motion giving sup- 
port to the Labour Party the 
fact that so many branches and 
delegates were deadly serious 
about the threat of disaffilia- 
tion is extraordinary. 

DAVE BARNES 


DELEGATES AT the annual 
conference of the broadcast- 
ing and entertainment union 
Bectu delivered a blow to New 
Labour last weekend. 

They went against the 
union’s leadership and car- 
ried a motion demanding a 
membership-wide vote on 
the union’s affiliation with 
the Labour Party. 

The vote produced a 61 
percent majority in favour, 
with delegates casting 
branch votes of 9,165 votes 
for and 5,960 against. 

The motion attacked New 
Labour for the “increasing 
number of confrontations 


with public sector workers 
seeking better pay and con- 
ditions” and its “policies of 
privatisation and cuts”. 

The motion was tabled 
before the war with Iraq. But 
much of the discussion was 
taken up with criticising 
Labour over the war. 

The national executive 
committee now has to re- 
search into alternatives to 
Labour that “better repre- 
sent” members “locally or 
nationally”. 

It also has to offer mem- 
bers the opportunity to vote 
on whether the union 
should stay affiliated to the 


Labour Party. 

Bectu currently gives 
£23,925 to the Labour Party, 
and has reduced its affilia- 
tion from fees representing 
11,000 members to 8,000. 

The union represents 
around 26,000 workers in TV 
and radio, theatres, bingo 
halls and other areas. 

Bectu deputy general sec- 
retary Gerry Morrissey said, 
“Our members are not the 
only trade union members 
concerned about the leader- 
ship of the Labour Party. I 
would not be surprised if this 
was the tip of the iceberg.” 
WILLIAM ALDERSON 
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EMpty Promises leave 


Support Evian protests 
against war and world 


leaders’ brutal policies 


millions enslaved by debt 


PROTESTS AGAINST the G8 summit of the 
world’s most powerful countries in Evian, 
France, will begin next week. George Bush will 
be jetting in for the summit, fresh from the 


slaughter in Iraq. 


Evian is not just a chance to protest to demonstrate 
gainst the warmongers. It brings together the people 
ho impose brutal capitalist polices across the globe. 


Five years ago, at a simi- 
ar meeting in Birmingham, 
he leaders of the G8 coun- 
ries were pushed into 
romising big debt reduction. 

The US, British, Japanese, 

anadian and European gov- 

rnments all made great play 
f their desire to help the 
orld’s poorest countries. 

It was a gigantic hoax. 

An authoritative new 
eport released last week 
hows the promises were 
mpty. Debt, the bankers’ 

eapon of mass destruction, 
s still in operation. 

The result is that 19,000 
hildren still die every day 
ecause money is spent on 
epaying debts rather than 
n health and education. 

Chancellor Gordon 

rown likes to pose as a 
riend of the global poor. But 
e has played a key role in the 
ecisions which mean that: 

@ Only a third of the $100bn 
£61.7bn) write-off promised 
t Birmingham has been 
elivered. 

@ Only eight of the world’s 

ost impoverished countries 
ave seen a significant cut in 
heir payments to Western 
reditors. 

@ Four of the countries that 
ntered the debt write-off 
rogramme will pay more in 
ebt service in 2003-5 than 
hey did in 1998-2000. Sene- 
al’s debt service rose by 61 
ercent in 2001 despite 60 
ercent of the population 
iving below the poverty line. 

“The majority of the 

orld’s poorest and most in- 
ebted people remain en- 
laved by debt, with no real 
ope under existing policies 
f being freed from indebt- 
dness,” the joint study by 
ubilee Research, Cafod and 
he Jubilee debt campaign 
ays. 

It adds, “The prospect of 


*Debt, the 
bankers’ 
weapon of mass 
destruction, Is 
Still in 
Operation? 


meaningful reform to the 
global financial system to 
bring about a fair, transparent 
and independent process for 
resolving debt crises, remains 
almost as distant as ever.” 

A World Bank study shows 
that 19 of the 26 countries tar- 
geted for help still have debts 
of more than one and a half 
times their national income. 

Countries have continued 
to stack up debts because 
falling prices of commodities 
like coffee have cut into 
export earnings. Between 
1998 and 2002, the 26 poor- 
est countries received a 
$29bn debt write-off and bor- 
rowed a further $24.2bn. 

Even when debts are writ- 
ten off, it is at the price of im- 
plementing policies which 
hurt the poor and help the 
multinationals. 

Debtors can be instructed 
to privatise industries, ruth- 
lessly cut public spending 
and foist increased charges 
on basic services. 

Guyana, one of the first 
countries to reach the initial 
qualifying stage for debt re- 
duction, has yet to receive a 
full write-off because it has 
refused to privatise the na- 
tional sugar company. 

Malawi was told last year 
to sell off “surplus” food 
stocks in order to repay debt. It 
had just done so when famine 
struck and thousands died. 


Tens of thousands protested against debt in Birmingham five years ago. G8 leaders have ignored their cries 


Other cases include: 
@ Zambia being told by the 
IMF to privatise its banking 
system. It refused but 
relented as famine and debt 
escalated. 
@Senegal was refused full 
debt write-off status until it 
privatises its state-run peanut 
business. 
@Ghana was told to make a 
vast increase in petrol prices 
and impose VAT on goods. 
@Rwanda was forced to rein 
in social spending and told it 
has too high a budget deficit. 

Jubilee research econo- 
mist Romilly Greenhill says, 
“Desperately poor countries 


are being denied debt relief 
because they refuse to cut 
public spending, sell off the 
family silver or further 
squeeze the wages of their 
civil servants. 

“Tt is ironic that Rwanda, 
one of the poorest countries, 
is being denied debt relief be- 
cause of her ‘excessive’ 
budget deficit, while the US 
racks up record deficits to 
provide tax cuts for the 
wealthy.” 

Everyone should support 
the protests around the Evian 
summit—against war, against 
debt, against the destruction 
that capitalism causes. 


STEPHEN BYERS, the 
former trade secretary, this 
week attacked the policies 
he ruthlessly implemented 
when he was in office. 

He now says that open- 
ing up Third World 
economies to the multina- 
tionals is disastrous. 

Byers said he had 
changed his mind after a 
visit to Africa. “I was aware 
of the arguments, but it’s 
not until you see first hand 
the consequences of policies, 
that you see they need to be 
changed. 

“The course of interna- 
tional trade since 1945 
shows that an unfettered 
global market can fail the 
poor, and that full trade lib- 
eralisation brings huge risks 
and rarely provides the de- 
sired outcome.” 

It was “getting away 
from Whitehall and the per- 
suasive arguments of trade 
policy experts” that made 
the difference. 

Byers led the British del- 
egation to the world trade 
talks in Seattle in 1999. 

Byers joins a growing 
number of people who have 
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turned their back on such 
policies. 

Joseph Stiglitz served as 
World Bank senior vice- 
president and chief econo- 
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There is still time to get to the Evian protests, ia 


Protests and meetings begin on Thu 


next week but the biggest demonstration will 
be on Sunday 1) une in nearby Geneva. 


Coaches or minibuses are goin 
Manchester, Liverpool, Kent, Home 


Counties, Swansea, Sheffield and Leeds, 


London and Scotland. 


For full details phone Globalise Resistance on 020 7053 2071/2 


or go to www.resist.org.uk 


ee and February 2000. 

Last year he produced a 
sharp attack on capitalist 
globalisation and the insti- 
tutions that oversee it. 

Byers’ comments show 
that there is very little ideo- 
logical depth to the people 
who are in Blair’s cabinets. 
The minute they are out of 
office they reveal their un- 
certainty about key elements 
of everything they did. 
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